S I S T E R S

O F

T H E

H O L Y

S P I R I T

Created
by a former
student

A Season of Hope
Several years ago, some students were
asked to draw a picture telling “what
Pope Francis. does on a daily basis.”
One student’s drawing reminds us that
Our Holy Father encourages us to help
the poor, the weak, the vulnerable,
and today we see that encouraged in
Fratelli Tutti, an encyclical by Pope
Francis.
For many months, the world has been
engaged in much suffering. Tens of
thousands have found themselves
deprived of and saddened by the loss
of loved ones. Covid 19 has become
a familiar face to many families.
Fires, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes,

homelessness, injustices, and violence
of varied kinds continue to contribute
to the anguish of many.
In spite of, or even perhaps because of
this, many people have come to reflect
the goodness of God. Their acts of
kindness and compassion to friends
and strangers alike witness to God’s
loving care for all people. The face of
God is seen in those who continue to
assist those in need. With so much
God-like goodness in place, we are,
indeed, in a season of hope. Let us
continue to help the poor, the weak, the
vulnerable, the outcasts of society, for
we are all sons and daughters of God.
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from Sister Grace
To Hope or Not to Hope
Terrible things are happening. The sky
is falling. What shall we do!

Sister Grace Fabich,SHS
General Superior

True hope
based on my
faith in God
is a reservoir
of emotional
strength.
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I have to admit, that at this time of
sickness, suffering, wind and rain, fire
and floods, schools closing, jobs lost,
very few persons are filled with hope,
that is hope based on faith, hope that
leads to joy, light-heartedness and
peace. That hope based on faith can
provide the key for making things
better, present difficulties easier to
bear. It is a hope that desires something
good for the future, expects the good to
happen, furthermore, is confident that
it will happen!
Trust on one hand, is saying yes to
what is unknown and cannot be seen;
whatever will happen will happen.
True hope, however, is a desire for the
future – something good will happen;
but even more I expect it will happen
and I am confident that it will happen.
With this faith in a higher power, what
else is there but peace.

We all want what makes life better.
Hope motivates us to take steps that
might make it happen. Hope is what
makes the world go round. Looking on
the bright side helps us see challenges
as opportunities. Opportunities open
possibilities, possibilities because I
have faith in God.
We become what we believe. I believe
Jesus cares for me. I believe the Holy
Spirit is present in me, with me, for me,
and enlightens me. How can I not hope.
I know God can do it!
If I have hope, how can I not be joyfilled and at peace? Even if suffering
and war abound, how can I not be
Christ for the world. True hope based
on my faith in God is a reservoir of
emotional strength. Try it. And smile,
because we know for sure God will
take care of all.

A Legacy of Faith
Since 1979 Sister Mary John Cook has served as
principal in Bloomfield’s original Italian parish
school. The turn of the 19th century welcomed
many Catholic immigrants as they formed
communities throughout our country. Following
the pattern of life they had lived in the “old
countries”, they sought out priests to serve their
spiritual needs. In turn, the priests strove to build
schools to accommodate the growing numbers
of families. The original Immaculate Conception
Parish in Pittsburgh’s “Little Italy” grew from
200 to over 1000 families by 1905 when the first
school was built.
It was without many of today’s conveniences.
There was no running water. Coal had to be
carried in each morning to heat the stove and
ashes had to be carried out at night. In 1942
the old school was razed and a new eight-room
up-to-date school was built. By 1954 the school

had grown to seventeen rooms with
a student population of over 700
children. These children were all of
Italian heritage, many of them new
arrivals to the United States. That
same year, Sisters of the Holy Ghost
(present-day Sisters of the Holy Spirit)
were engaged to administer the school.
Seven lay teachers were employed to
assist the Sisters.

1948 Immaculate
Conception School

continued on page 4
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Children from different
backgrounds welcomed
Immaculate
Conception
School

In 1955 a campaign was started to
build a new church for which people
gave generously. On October 1, 1961,
Bishop John J. Wright dedicated the
new Immaculate Conception Church.
It has been said that the bishop
referred to it as a “jewel” hidden in a
corner of the city. The overflowing
crowd of more than three thousand
filled the interior and exterior of the
church for the dedication.

Immaculate
Conception
School
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In the months following, countless
visitors, which included many artists
and architects, visited this beautiful
church, the first of its kind in our
Pittsburgh area and a testimony of
the Italian people to the love of and
dedication to our Blessed Mother.
This church community, which had
worked so tirelessly with their pastors,
continued to uphold its belief that
the school, which now stood in such
close proximity to the church, would
have its full support and that it was
now time to open its doors to children
of other races and nationalities. Since
1971 children of all races and of
approximately twenty different ethnic
backgrounds have been welcomed,
resulting in providing a very happy
and well-integrated community of
students and families. When three
parishes merged, the name was
changed from Immaculate Conception
School to Saint Maria Goretti School.

Contest winners
meet with Sister
Mary John

Elsa Chen
was finalist in
Google contest

Although the name of the school
changed, Sister Mary John saw that
the children continued to receive a
quality education that nourished their
academic, spiritual, and social needs
in a caring environment, one in which
they adopted an awareness that their
accumulated knowledge and skill
proficiency have direct bearing on
their fundamental relationships of
life…to God, to self and others, and to
the environment.

Throughout the years, numerous
awards have been received by students
who avidly entered many contests
sponsored by organizations. The
children also had many opportunities
to display their talents through art
and musical
presentations,
sports ,and their
service events
which received
much acclaim.
continued on page 6

Students
rewarded
for recycling

Students
welcome
visitors to
celebration
of Mass
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Students
perform
at recital

Saint Maria
Goretti

A letter read in the Diocese of
Pittsburgh’s Region One churches in
January announced the closing of
Saint Maria Goretti School.
Sister Mary John stated: “We all know
that we live in a world that grows
increasingly secular, where the media
communicates values that are too
often contrary to those of the Gospel,
where families are disintegrating and
violence has become commonplace,
where many no longer know about
the faith they profess. This challenge
gave me my daily goal in the ministry
of Catholic education at Saint Maria
Goretti (formerly Immaculate
Conception School) for so many years
and why faith formation was so vital
and needed for our Children!

The recently “closed doors” of Saint
Maria Goretti/Immaculate Conceptioon
School will never conclude my
ministry to the great number of alumni,
families, and children that I have been
privileged to know, love, and serve. In
turn, the “door to my heart” will forever
remain open, for no matter what the
challenge, Christ will strengthen us
as we continue our bond of love and
friendship. Be assured that he is holding
your hand and mine, and will not let us
forget each other. God’s peace, love, and
joy be yours!”

Sister
Mary John
addresses
assembly

“...for no matter what the challenge, Christ will strengthen
us as we continue our bond of love and friendship.”
- Sister Mary John
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Mission Statement

Sister Diane Smith, SHS
Assistant General Superior

We, the Sisters of the Holy Spirit of Pittsburgh, declare our
mission is to be joy-filled disciples of Jesus, prophetically
witnessing to the presence and the power of the Holy
Spirit, aware of our call to work for the transformation of
society into a Gospel community, reconciled with God and
with one another.

Sister Cynthia Wessel, SHS
General Councilor
Sister Madeline Horning, SHS
General Councilor
Sister Janelle Banko, SHS
General Councilor
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Is God calling you to religious life?
Would you like to join us in our work of Love and Joy?
Contact Sisters of the Holy Spirit - Vocations Office
5246 Clarwin Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15229 412-931-1917
Sister Mary Anne Ulrich, SHS | srmaryanne@verizon.net

Please visit our website at sistersoftheholyspirit.com.
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