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Challenged to Care for the Earth
In the encyclical Laudato Si of May 24, 
2015, Pope Francis recalls the canticle 
of Saint Francis of Assisi. It begins, 
“Praise be to you, my Lord, through our 
Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and 
governs us, and who produces various 
fruits with coloured flowers and herbs”.   
The Holy Father continued, reflecting 
on the “harm we have inflicted” on the 
Earth “by our irresponsible use and 
abuse of the goods with which God has 
endowed her.”

Having celebrated the feast of  
Saint Francis of Assisi on October 4, we 
did so, having lived through a summer 
of unrelenting heat, floods, hurricanes 
and tornadoes that have devastated 
vast areas of the earth and claimed the 
lives of many people.

Pope Francis presents an “urgent 
challenge to protect our common 
home”. This “includes a concern 
to bring the whole human family 
together to seek a sustainable and 
integral development, for we know 
that things can change. The Creator 
does not abandon us; he never forsakes 
his loving plan or repents of having 
created us.”

By emphasizing the impact that what 
is happening to the earth is having 
on us and on future generations, Pope 
Francis helps us to understand our role 
to preserve this gift of God to us – our 
beautiful earth.

More on this timely and challenging encyclical 
can be found by downloading “Laudato Si”. 
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Following the closing of St. Agnes 
School, parishioners and alumni 
of St. Agnes Parish in West Mifflin 
gathered to pray and give thanks for 
the many years that St. Agnes School 
had been an integral part in the lives 
of hundreds of students in its 151 year 
history. Sisters of the Holy Spirit had 
ministered for 82 years of that history, 
beginning in 1937.

Parish Gathers to Give Thanks:

The Eucharistic Liturgy was 
concelebrated by the administrator, 
Rev. Thomas Lewandowski, Rev. Fred 
Cain (Vicar), Rev. Gregory Madeya, Rev. 
Larry Adams, Rev. Thomas Galvin and 
Deacon Barry Krofcheck. Father 
Galvin, Father Adams, and Father 
Madeya are alumni. Sister Cynthia 
Wessel, former principal, addressed 
the congregation and thanked them 
for their support of the school. Each 
decade of the 150 history of St. Agnes 
School was displayed on banners made 
by Marcie Earl. These were carried in 
procession and were placed at stations 
around the church by alumni of the 
school. Music for the liturgy was 
provided by the talented folk group 
that was led by Sr. Janelle Banko.

A Celebration of the 151 Years 
of St. Agnes School

151 Years

Sister Christina 
Janusek with her 
mother, sister 
Mary and brothers 
Greg and Joe.

Deacon Barry,  
Sister Cynthia,  
and Father Cain.
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Procession 
with banners.

At the conclusion of the Mass, 
everyone gathered in the parish hall 
where a lovely luncheon had been 
prepared by ladies of the parish. 
While there was sadness at the 
school’s closing, still there was much 
laughter and warmth as families 
recalled fond memories of dear Saint 
Agnes School.

Rev. Fred Cain (Vicar),  
Deacon Barry Krofcheck,  
Rev. Gregory Madeya,  
Rev. Thomas Lewandowski, 
Rev. Larry Adams, and  
Rev. Thomas Galvin.

Sister Cynthia 
and Alumni.
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The summer of 2019 ushered in 

celebrations for our jubilarians. 

Sister Janelle Banko and Sister 

Theresa Margaret M. Bealer, 

celebrated their jubilees as 

Sisters of the Holy Spirit in 

our Motherhouse Assumption 

Chapel on August 11.

Sisters Celebrate Jubilees

50 Years of Ministry

Jubilee 
program.

Sisters 
renew 
vows.
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Rev. Leroy DiPietro celebrated Mass 
and delivered a lovely homily wherein 
he recounted the 50 years of ministry 
of Sister Janelle and the 25 of Sister 
Theresa.

A Folk Group provided wonderful 
music for the liturgy. This group had 
been formed many years ago  by Sister 
Janelle when she ministered at St. 
Alphonsus Parish in Wexford. When 
she was later missioned to St. Agnes 
in West Mifflin, new members were 
added to the group. 

Friends and families joined the Sisters 
for a celebration dinner.

Sister Theresa, 
Sister Grace Fabich, 
Rev. Leroy DiPietro, 
Sister Janelle.

Sister Norma 
leads procession 
into chapel.

Sister Cynthia 
assists Sister 
Janelle’s family.
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Each year, our 
Pittsburgh 
Diocese honors 
jubilarians from 
all communities 
attached to the 
diocese.

This year on September 8, Most Rev. 
William Waltersheid celebrated Mass 
for the jubilarians at St. Paul Cathedral. 
Bishop Waltersheid reflected on letting 
one’s light shine as a sign of witness. 
Joining in the celebration were Sister 
Janelle Banko (Golden Jubilarian) and 
Sister Theresa Margaret Bealer (Silver 
Jubilarian), and Sister Grace Fabich.

In November our community will 
celebrate the 60-year jubilees of 
Sister Grace and Sister Madalyn 
Chlebowski.

Following the Eucharistic Liturgy, all 
jubilarians and friends joined together 
for a lovely luncheon provided by the 
diocese.

Very Rev. Kris 
Stubna, Rector and 
Pastor of Saint Paul 
Cathedral , Bishop 
Waltersheid, and 
Very Rev. Brian 
Welding, Vicar for 
Religious.

Sister Theresa 
presents Offertory 
Gift to Bishop 
Waltersheid.

Sisters Janelle and 
Cynthia at Cathedral 
for Jubilarian Mass.
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Mass of Christian Burial for our dear 
friend was celebrated August 22 in our 
Motherhouse Chapel by the Most Rev. 
William J. Waltersheid.

Zofia Wieckowska was born on 
March 13, 1923, in Cechanowec,Poland. 
She had two older sisters, Jadwiga 
Czarkowska and Sr. Magdalena 
Leszczynska, both of whom are now 
deceased. 

Zosia, as she became known to us,  
finished nursing school in Poland and 
worked in different hospitals for 30 
years. During her final years in Poland 
she worked in Sieniawka, Poland, 
where she worked as head nurse in a 
ward for Alcoholics and where she was 
an RN Superviser.  

On July 19, 1975, Zosia came to the 
United States, arriving in Pittsburgh 
with her young daughter Kathy. Sister 
Martina Serafin, General Superior 
at that time, had hired Zosia to care 
for our aging and infirm Sisters who 
resided at our Motherhouse. Two visas 
had been acquired for them – one by 
Sr. Martina, and the other by Zosia’s 
cousin, Rev. Zygmunt Szarnicki, who 
was pastor of St. Ignatius in Carnegie. 
Kathy said that it was a very scary 
time for them since it was a new 
country and a new language. After 
spending a few days with cousins in 
Natrona Heights, one of the Sisters 
picked them up and took them to the 
Motherhouse where they resided .

 Zosia provided excellent care and 
comfort to our Sisters. She was, indeed, 
a real blessing to our Sisters, many of 
whom felt at ease in being able to speak 
in Polish with Zosia. As her daughter 
began to learn English, Zosia soon 
picked up the language and was able to 
converse with all of us. At age 82, Zosia 
retired. Although Zosia’s ministry to 
our Sisters ended, she continued to be 
a valued presence to our Motherhouse 
community. 

For the past four years, Zosia had been 
ill, suffering a series of mini and full-
blown strokes during which time she 
was lovingly cared for by her daughter 
Kathy. For the past year and a half, 
hospice was provided by Allegheny 
Home Network. During the last two 
weeks of her life, Zosia expressed her 
appreciation to everyone who was 
caring for her. She breathed her last on 
August 17. 

Our dear Zosia is survived by Kathy 
and Philip Loevner, and by relatives in 
Poland. May the  dear soul of this lovely 
lady now rest in God’s good peace. 

Sophie (Zosia) Wieckowska

Zosia
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Mission Statement
We, the Sisters of the Holy Spirit of Pittsburgh, declare our 
mission is to be joy-filled disciples of Jesus, prophetically 
witnessing to the presence and the power of the Holy 
Spirit, aware of our call to work for the transformation of 
society into a Gospel community, reconciled with God and 
with one another.

Is God calling you to religious life?  
Would you like to join us in our work of Love and Joy?

Contact Sisters of the Holy Spirit - Vocations Office 
5246 Clarwin Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15229  412-931-1917

Sister Mary Anne Ulrich, SHS | srmaryanne@verizon.net
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