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Month of the Holy Rosary
“Hail Mary……” How many times we
have prayed those beautiful words
to our Blessed Mother. Throughout
the ages, Christians have invoked the
Mother of God for help as well as to
praise her for her participation in God’s
plan for our salvation.
In 1572 Pope St. Pius V established the
Feast of the Holy Rosary on October 7,
and in 1883 Pope Leo XIII officially
dedicated the month of October to the
Holy Rosary.
The original fifteen mysteries of the
rosary help us to gain some insight
into the life, sufferings, death, and
resurrection of Jesus as we contemplate
those events as we pray our “Hail
Marys”. In 2002 Pope St. John Paul II
added the Luminous Mysteries of the
Holy Rosary. These depict other events
in the life of Jesus.
Helps for praying the rosary may be
found on the internet. There one can
find reference lines from the bible as
well as beautiful works of art that
depict the mysteries as well as many
blessings that flow.

Our Blessed Lady has been our help
throughout the ages. In today’s world
where there is much suffering of many
people, we continue to ask her for her
help for our families and friends as
well as for our nation and the peoples
of the world. “Holy Mary, Mother of
God, pray for us sinners now and at the
hour of our death. Amen.”
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This photo of our
Blessed Mother
holding Jesus as
she points to the
bible, illustrates how
praying the rosary
can help to lead us
closer to Jesus.
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Sisters Provide
Outreach
They love what they do. At Marian
Manor Nursing Facility, three of our
sisters play important roles in the lives
of the residents and their families.
In a letter dated April 3, 1900, our
foundress Mother Josephine Finatowicz
wrote, “With our whole soul we desire
and seek, for the greater glory of God, to
serve humanity, to work for their good
and benefit.” Sisters Madeline Horning,
Madalyn Chlebowski, and Christina
Marie Janusek are doing just that.
Sister
Madeline
at her desk

Sister Madalyn and
Sister Christina Marie
go over day’s agenda
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Since her former duties as a registered
nurse, Sister Madeline has been
elected to serve on the Council of the
Sisters of the Holy Spirit which is the
governing body of the congregation.
Wanting to continue on at the Manor,
Sister Madeline assumed the duties
of Unit Secretary for Buildings B
and C. She can be found at her desk
making appointments and arranging
transportation for the residents. For new
residents, she enters medication. and
other information into the computer.
Her nursing background is reflected
in her careful charting, also in books
and calendars, of those details as well
as doctor appointments. When needed
Sister is happy to also assist the staff.

Sisters Madeline, Madalyn, and Christina Marie

The Pastoral Care Department is
one that seeks to bring the blessings
of spiritual aid and comfort to the
residents. Sister Christina Marie is
the Director of Pastoral Care, and
Sister Madalyn serves as Pastoral
Care Minister. Both Sister Madalyn
and Sister Christina Marie had
studied scripture and theology in
Rome, bringing back with them a
background rich in the Church’s long
tradition of caring for God’s people,
primarily those most in need.
As Director of Pastoral Care, Sister
Christina Marie engages residents,
families, staff, and volunteers in
a variety of ways. Daily Masses
are celebrated by Rev. Jack Walsh,
chaplain, and Sister arranges for
Eucharistic Ministers
to take Holy
Communion each
day to residents who
wish to receive the
Eucharist.

Sister
Madalyn visits
with Renada
Duncombe

Sister reaches out to
the many friends of
the Manor who wish to be involved
in the lives of the residents. One such
group is dedicated to the Divine Mercy
of God. When a resident is dying,
members from that group come and
pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy
and stay with the resident. When a

resident dies, a Final Farewell Service
is conducted by the staff for friends
and families of the deceased, and
some families request that funerals be
conducted in the Manor chapel. An
annual Day of Remembrance is held to
honor those who, throughout the past
year, departed this life.
Legion of Mary volunteers come once a
week to pray the rosary with residents.
Sister Christina Marie sees to it that
scapulars and rosaries as needed
or requested are provided. She also
distributes the Word Among Us as well
as the St. Anthony Magazine and sees
that the Pittsburgh Catholic is available.
This summer Sister arranged a fortyhour summer assignment for a deacon
candidate from St. Paul Seminary.
She also oversees seminarians from
St. Paul Seminary who visit residents
once a week. In addition to all of her
commitments, Sister Christina also
manages a unit of 32 long-term care
residents and staff, and she is always
on call.
Pastoral Care Minister Sister Madalyn
Chlebowski ministers in spiritual
outreach to short-term rehabilitation
residents who reside in Building C. She
visits the residents each day and meets
with new residents and their families.
It is a great comfort to families to have
someone be available to them.

In addition to her ministry at Marian
Manor, Sister Madalyn’s gifts as a
former formation director for our
community were recognized at our
diocesan level by Rev. Steve Byers,
coordinator of the diaconate program.
St. Paul Seminary has a 5-year program
for married deacon candidates, and
she was asked to meet monthly with
a diaconal candidate. Her role as a
Formation Advisor is to assist the
candidate to follow the goals and
directives of the program. Some of this
entails offering advice and support to
him and challenging him as needed so
that he can grow in all the dimensions
of his experiences. Another very
important aspect of Sister’s role is
to assist in the discernment of the
candidate’s vocation to the ministry
of deacon and to help to assess his
aptitude and readiness to advance
throughout the program. Sister
Madalyn’s outreach in helping to
prepare men to serve as deacons is a gift
to the Church in Pittsburgh.

Sister Christina
Marie speaks with
Certified Nursing
Assistant Alicia
Trawick

The presence of our
Sisters in the South
Hills area of Pittsburgh
is a witness to their
dedication to and
dependence on the
Holy Spirit who assists
them in carrying out
the work of Jesus in
showing God’s love
for all people.

Sister Madalyn
chats with
Bernice Yuhas

Sister Madalyn keeps a log and record
of all who die during the year. She
and Sister Christina Marie arrange a
Memorial Mass for the annual Day of
Remembrance. On that day, the Manor
is decorated with luminari, and there is
a dove release. At the conclusion of the
celebration in honor of the lives of their
dear departed, families receive a sheaf
of wheat to take with them.
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Sister Diane
and Bishop
Waltersheid

Golden Jubilarian
Sister Diane Smith, SHS

Sister Diane
processes into
the chapel

“I became a Sister because of the
call.” On Sunday, August 12, 2018, the
decision she made fifty years ago was
celebrated by her family and Sisters
in community as they joined her for a
celebration of Mass, a festive dinner,
and much joy as photos were snapped
amid much recalling of fond memories.
Mary Jo Smith grew up in Ohio, the
eldest of seven children. Now, as Sister
Diane, she related that her youngest
sister was born just one month before
she left for Pittsburgh to become a
Sister. She recalled that prior to her
entrance to community, she had only
known Sisters who had taught CCD
classes. She said that it took a lot of
trust and courage for her mom and
dad to allow her to move so far away
and not know what it all entailed. In
fact, she said that the night before her
parents drove her to Pittsburgh, her
father said to her, “If you ever decide
it’s not for you, remember, you can
always come back home.” That was
fifty years ago.
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“I became a Sister
because of the call.”

One of the readings at Mass on
August 12 was taken from 1 Kgs.
Elijah was lamenting his situation as
he prayed for death saying: “This is
enough, O LORD! Take my life….” In
his homily at Mass that day, Most Rev.
William J. Waltersheid, chaplain to
the Sisters, contrasted the “Take my
life” despairing statement of Elijah to
Sister Diane’s “Take my life freely” as it
applied to her fifty years of generous
service to God’s people.
Throughout these years as a Sister
of the Holy Spirit, Sister Diane has
lived the mission of our community
“witnessing to the presence and the
power of the Holy Spirit”. Gifted with
organizational skills, compassion and
care for people, a listening ear, and her
love of community, she has put those
gifts to great use, ministering at Marian
Manor Nursing Facility for thirty
years and at Vincentian Collaborative
System. Since 2011 Sister continues to
serve as Assistant General Superior of
our congregation.

Bishop
Waltersheid
presents
homily

Her generosity reflects what she
once stated: “God, let me be open to
accept your love and to move forward
with whatever is in service to your
people and my relationship with you.”
The responsorial psalm for August
12, her jubilee day, reflects beautifully
the life of Sister Diane. It begins: “Taste
and see the goodness of the Lord. I will
bless the LORD at all times; his praise
shall be ever in my mouth.”
We congratulate Sister Diane and wish
her many blessed and happy years
ahead as she continues to serve the
People of God.

Sister Diane
renews vows
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Sister Bridget Miller, Sister
Diane Smith, and Sister
Stephanie Lazor at Cathedral

Religious Celebrate
at Cathedral
They came from all corners of the diocese. Men and
women in consecrated life were invited to a celebration
of Mass for Consecrated Life and Religious Jubilees by
Bishop David Zubik at St. Paul Cathedral in Pittsburgh on
Sunday, September 9.

Sister Diane
waits for
Mass to begin
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A total of five Silver Jubilarians,
sixteen Golden Jubilarians, and
one hundred twenty - six Diamond
Jubilarians were honored that day.
Included in the last group were those
celebrating 60, 65, 70, 75, and even 80
years in consecrated life. Six women
and men jubilarians who had died
in the past year were remembered in
prayer that day.

Bishop David A.
Zubik preaches
homily at Mass
for Jubilarians

Sister Diane Smith, our Golden
Jubilarian, joined with Sister Bridget
Miller and Sister Stephanie Lazor, each
of whom celebrated 65 years as a Sister
of the Holy Spirit. Many of our Sisters
gathered at the Cathedral for the Mass
and lovely dinner that followed the
liturgy. In addition to celebrating Mass,
Bishop Zubik was joined by priests and
seminarians who had participated in
the liturgy and who later joined the
jubilarians and their friends for dinner.

Community Celebrates
Sister Rose Krystopolski
Marian Manor was the site of a
delightful celebration of the 100 years
of life of Sister Rose Krystopolski
who was born on September 26,
1918. Sunday, September 23rd offered
the Sisters of the Holy Spirit an
opportunity to celebrate the life of
our dearly beloved Sister Rose. The
previous Friday, Sister Christina Marie
Janusek had arranged for Sister Rose,
who is an avid sports fan, to attend a
Pirate baseball game. A live broadcast
taken at the game featured Sister Rose
and was viewed on national television.

Photo of Sister Rose’s family

Sister Rose is one of four daughters
of Joseph and Josephine Kalinowski
Krystopolski who entered the Sisters of
the Holy Spirit. Another daughter and
four brothers completed the family.
Today Sister Rose is the last living
member of her immediate family.

Sister Norma
Rodriguez
and Sister
Rose

When a request came from her superior
for her to begin studies for an LPN
(Licensed Practical Nurse) degree, she
did so graciously. Her nursing talents
allowed her to minister to elderly
residents at Holy Spirit Guest Home,
Marian Manor, and at our Motherhouse
where she cared for our retired Sisters.
Prior to that assignment, she had
received a letter of appreciation from
the directors of Alexis Manor in which
they commended her for her ministry
at that facility.

Celebrating
100 years
of life of
Sister Rose

It took a stroke to slow her down;
however, Sister Rose’s smile continues
to inspire all who meet her at Marian
Manor where she is now a resident.
May God continue to grace her with
many blessings in the days and years
to come.

Sisters gather
at party

Sister’s one hundred years were filled
with many of those years lived in
loving service to children in the
schools where she taught. Her musical
abilities led her to serve as organist
and choir director in many of those
same parishes.
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Sister Grace Fabich, SHS
General Superior

Mission Statement

Sister Diane Smith, SHS
Assistant General Superior

We, the Sisters of the Holy Spirit of Pittsburgh, declare our
mission is to be joy-filled disciples of Jesus, prophetically
witnessing to the presence and the power of the Holy
Spirit, aware of our call to work for the transformation of
society into a Gospel community, reconciled with God and
with one another.

Sister Cynthia Wessel, SHS
General Councilor
Sister Madeline Horning, SHS
General Councilor
Sister Janelle Banko, SHS
General Councilor
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Is God calling you to religious life?
Would you like to join us in our work of Love and Joy?
Contact Sisters of the Holy Spirit - Vocations Office
5246 Clarwin Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15229 412-931-1917
Sister Patricia Eleanor Myers, SHS | srpatty@verizon.net
Sister Mary Anne Ulrich, SHS | srmaryanne@verizon.net

Please visit our new website at sistersoftheholyspirit.com
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