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Our Lady of Fatima, Pray for Us
Although God was revealed
completely in Jesus, at times other
events and miracles have occurred to
help us to understand the signs of the
times and to assist us to respond to
them in faith in our journey through
life. Such an event occurred in 1917
when our Blessed Mother appeared
to three children in Fatima, Portugal.
Lucia Santos was only 9 years old
when she and her two younger cousins,
Francisco and Jacinta Marto, were
visited by our Lady on May 13, 2017.
During one of the apparitions, the
children were given a terrifying vision
of hell. Our Lady encouraged them to
do penance and to pray for sinners.
The final of six apparitions ended on
October 13,1917. Since that time and
in response “to save souls”, devotion
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and
to praying the rosary has developed.
It seeks to make Mary’s fiat, “Let Your
will be done”, the center of one’s life.
This year we celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the apparitions of Our
Lady of Fatima. Our Lady of Fatima,
pray for us.
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Sister Teresa in
kitchen in KY.

Sister Active In Ministry
Her days are busy as she plans
programs and activities that benefit
the people of Saint Michael the
Archangel, St. Paul, and St. Peter
parishes.

Sister Teresa and
Jane Baroffio.

Sister speaks to
group prior to
presentation.

As Catechetical Administrator for
those three sites, Sister Teresa Baldi is
greatly involved in Faith Formation
on a variety of levels. Just this summer
she had enlisted the assistance of 21
teenagers to help with the annual
5-day Bible School. In fact, many of
those teens had attended Bible School
themselves and eagerly volunteered
to assist in the activities of each day.
Sister Teresa also had the generous
help of adults, some of whom directed
programs and activities and others
who saw that the students were well
nourished at snack times. Sister Teresa
was pleased to see that throughout
the week, the children were collecting
change to send to Catholic Relief
Services for clean water and to Butler
Catholic Charities.

Sister Teresa is the first to admit that
she enjoys the help of many good
people. Outstanding among them is
Jane Baroffio with whom she shares
office space as they work together to
plan Faith Formation for the people of
the Butler area.

Faith Formation entails weekly RCIA
classes for adults and children and
weekly CCD for children 3 years of
age to and including students in the 8th
grade. Sister Teresa also goes to Butler
Catholic Grade School twice a week
during the school year to teach one on
one in the RCIC program to children
who were baptized as Protestants
but who are preparing to make their
profession of faith as Catholics.
Family Fun Days take place on
Sunday mornings during Advent for
pre-K through second-grade students
and their families and for students of
grades 3, 4, and 5 during Lent.
Annual Retreats are provided for 8th
grade students, a Spirit Day for 7th
graders, and a Bible Day for 6th grade
students.
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Service Saturday projects are planned
around the holidays. Sister Teresa also
supports the youth group (JAL) Jesus
Alive & Living. In fact Sister Teresa
accompanied the group as they made a
Mission Trip to Kentucky.
Catholic Heart Work Camp is the
name of the organization of which
they were a part from July 16 to July
22 in Alexandria, Kentucky. Sister
Teresa reported that, “The overall goal
of CHWC is to leave the world a little
better than we found it, in every city
we visit. The theme for our work camp
week was ‘Rooted’! In the world we live
in, we must all remain rooted in love,
God’s love and each other’s love, and
love for our neighbor. When we do this,
we become grounded in the mission of
Christ.”
The Butler group was comprised of
31 of the 300 campers . They did a
variety of service jobs among which
included day care, nursing homes, and
inside painting of homes . Sister said
that the list was a long one, and she
personally stayed back at the high
school which they called home for that
week, working in the kitchen, cleaning
bathrooms, etc. Accommodations for
the group consisted of classrooms

Gianna Schaffer and Logan
Geibel explain project.

where they slept on
mattresses, cots, etc.
There was Mass every
morning, and a program
with prayer every evening.
Sister Teresa said that
on Friday, the chaplain
for the week asked her to speak after
Communion about her vocation. She
told the group about her ministry, and
she reminded them of the importance
of a relationship with the Holy Spirit
who guides each person to discover
one’s purpose in life.

Jim Dorenzo
begins
presentation.

In reflecting on the week at Catholic
Heart Work Camp, Sister said that
its reputation is that it is not an easy
task to accomplish . However, Sister
said, “While there is some truth to that
statement, we found it to be a great
mission to love, serve and connect.”
She said that they are next headed to
Huntingburg, Indiana.
Now that Sister Teresa is back in Butler
and just in case you’re looking for her,
you may perhaps see Sister Teresa
serving as lector or server, visiting
a nursing home, or volunteering in
the cafeteria at Butler Catholic or at
community dinners at St. Paul’s. She is
also on the sub list for the Adoration
Chapel, and sometimes she goes in at
2 am, 9 pm and midnight to fill in so
that, as she says “Jesus has company”.
Sister Teresa has also invited women
of the parish to the convent for lunch
where they had prayer, food, and
fellowship. She said that she really
would like to have a women’s prayer
time. That’s a plan for the future.

Spirit Echoings

Teen helpers Sarah
Rock and Paul Barton,
niece and nephew of
Sister Teresa.
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Chaplain Celebrates
Pentecost with
Community
For the past eight years, Very Rev. Robert Guay has celebrated
many Eucharistic Liturgies with our community. This Pentecost
was very special since Father Guay recently revealed his plans
for retirement, and Pentecost, being our Community’s Feast
Day, was especially meaningful to us this year as we listened
to his insightful homily which was geared to our life in the Holy
Spirit. The following are some excerpts from that homily:
Father Guay
preaches
homily.

He began by saying, “First there was
the betrayal of Jesus by one of his own,
Judas Iscariot.” Father then recounted
the feelings of hopelessness and
loss that the apostles and disciples
experienced at the death of Jesus. He
continued: In today’s gospel he breaks
through the locked door of their fears,
and says, “Peace be with you.” And then
he breathed on them and said, “Receive
the Holy Spirit.”

And what does God do? God sends the
Holy Spirit upon them, and they are
able to live again. The Spirit, that is the
very breath of God, gave them the ability
at that Pentecost moment to break down
walls of division—even the division
caused by languages—to overcome fear,
to love without measure, to serve as Jesus
himself served, and to proclaim just how
good, and beautiful and amazing are the
works of the Lord!

The death of Jesus had left them unsure
of how to go on. So he gave them his
breath, his love, his spirit, his power,
and his life to go forth and continue his
mission and ministry.

When we hear about God sending his
Holy Spirit upon that first generation
of Christians, the scriptures are telling
us that God sent his breath of life, his
strength, and provided a direction, a
vision and a purpose for that rag tag
group of Jesus’ friends and disciples.

Can you imagine being in that room
with those other disciples, saddened,
confused, wondering what to do next,
and just waiting…but waiting for what?

The Holy Spirit is always there
to bring peace when all seems like
everything is at war around us.
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We have all had those moments or
circumstances or situations or terrible
things that have happened leaving
us perplexed and feeling lifeless and
hopeless. When those kinds of things or
events hit us so hard we simply say, “I
don’t know how I can go on”, or “I don’t
know where to turn.” Most often we turn
to God for in that moment the one thing
we do know is how much we need God’s
help and support.

And if we look back at those times with
faith we can see, at some point, Jesus
came and breathed HIS life into our
lives – perhaps through the helping,
healing, hope-filled or consoling words
of another. He breathed HIS power into
our weakness. He breathed HIS healing
into our brokenness. He poured HIS
peace over our pain, HIS hope into our
fearfulness and HIS mercy into our
hopelessness. The Holy Spirit is God’s
own vitality and life, and the Holy Spirit
will enable us to live, even when we feel
lost, rejected, and numb to life itself.
Father Guay then spoke of some
comparisons regarding the Holy Spirit
that St. Cyril of Alexandria had made,
and then he continued:
…when we allow the Holy Spirit to
enter our lives to inspire, guide, lead
and strengthen us, then, like the early
Christians, we will have the courage
and willingness to be sent, to get up,
stand up, move up and speak up telling
others the ways that God has breathed
new life into us and to serve others
in Jesus’ name. For that Holy Spirit
prompts us to stand up for our faith.
The Holy Spirit impels us to witness to
Jesus Christ.—Helps us to confront our
fears.—Warms our hearts when they are
cold and uncaring.—Heals our wounds
when we are injured.—Strengthens our
resolve when faced with a challenge and
strengthens our vocation in life.
The Holy Spirit is always there to help
us be charitable in the presence of
hatred.—Joyful when sadness threatens
to overwhelm us.—To bring peace
when all seems like everything is at
war around us.—To call us to patience
when we feel anxious and pressed. —To
nudge us toward kindness when the
rudeness of another has hurt us.—To be
a person of goodness when evil seems to

abound.—To be generous when we feel
just a little stingy.—To be faithful when
we are tempted to betray.—To be modest
in the face of sensuality so prevalent
in our society and culture.—To be selfcontrolled when we are angry.—And to
be gentle in a harsh world.

Eucharistic ministers
Sisters Theresa
Margaret Bealer
and Diane Smith.

When Christ’s breath is alive in you,
when his Holy Spirit dwells within you,
then you will be sent to do all those
things we just mentioned by speaking
his word, living his word, doing his work
and loving his people.
On this Pentecost day, we once again
welcome the Holy Spirit into our lives
and into our hearts. May the Holy
Spirit renew and refresh us and send us
forth, like he did those disciples, those
women and men, of the early Church, to
proclaim to the entire world that Jesus
is the Son of God. May the Holy Spirit
find with us receptive hearts and willing
spirits to be faithful followers of the Lord
Jesus.
Hopefully this final and inspiring
Pentecost message of Father Guay to
us will continue to prompt us to be
receptive and aware of the presence
and power of the Holy Spirit in our
lives each day.

Spirit Echoings

Sister Mary Anne
Ulrich serves Mass.
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SisterJanelle
Banko provides
accompaniment
for song.

Friends Bid Farewell
to Chaplain
Recently Father Guay announced
that he would be retiring as Episcopal
Vicar of Region One in the Pittsburgh
Diocese and as our chaplain. On
September 12th, sisters, family, and
friends of Father Robert Guay
gathered in the Motherhouse dining
room for a farewell dinner for him. A
delightful presentation of comments
and gifts followed the delicious meal.
This included a song by Sr. Grace
Fabich which recalled Father Bob’s
favorite things.

Father Bob recalls
actions of Sisters.

Throughout his eight years serving as
our Motherhouse chaplain, Father Bob,
as he was called, was a significant part
of the lives of our Sisters. Daily Liturgy
of the Eucharist always included a
well-planned homily as did the special
celebrations in our chapel for jubilees,
community feastdays, and funerals of
our sisters. His daily sharing of meals
with our sisters invited some lively
conversations, and he knew each Sister
by name.
Following a presentation of some gifts
at the farewell dinner which included
two enlarged photos of Father Bob
helping to clean the dining room,
Father Bob recalled some comments
about the Motherhouse community
which evoked much laughter. While
he will be missed, he is sent off with
grateful wishes for his future by our
community. May God grant him a
restful and well-deserved retirement.

Father Guay
enjoys photos.
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Sister Grace
Fabich addresses
gathering.

Sister Jolenta Sredinski, SHS –
Golden Jubilarian
“Everything hinges on loving the Lord with all of one’s
heart, soul, mind and strength,” says Pope Francis as
he quotes from the Gospel of Mark. Sister Jolenta
remarked, “The ministries that I have had for my 50 years
of Religious Life resonate this passage from Mark!”

Sister Jolenta recalled that when she
was an elementary school teacher
for 33 years, she had the privilege of
teaching the young about Jesus and
preparing them for their sacraments,
in music, in participation in programs
and in other disciplines of the
curriculum. She said that “Knowing
that the young were developing their
God-given talents was very rewarding!”
She has been especially gratified in
meeting her former students as adults
and seeing how productive they have
become in their careers and also in
their vocations.
For many years Sister Jolenta has been
and continues to be very involved
in the pro-life movement. She was
especially proud to have learned from
a former DRE (Director of Religious
Education) where she had taught, that
at a baptism prep session, a single
mother had told her that she did not
abort her baby because of the Pro Life
observances that Sister Jolenta had
with her students. Sister Jolenta claims
this as indeed “Good News”!
As Pastoral Associate in both parishes
of St. Malachy in Kennedy Township
and St. John the Baptist in Plum, she
had many opportunities to assist the
pastors/priests serving the spiritual
needs of the parishioners and anyone
requesting help from the church.

Jubilee
celebration.

She found that meeting people and
walking with them on their faith
journey to God was so rewarding.
Sister said that “To hear someone at the
parish say they have been away from
the church and that something at the
parish stirred the spirit within them
to again attend Mass regularly gave me
great joy!”
Sister Jolenta recalled that she has had
many opportunities to show God’s love.
She said that while assisting people
at their time of grief, the bereavement
sessions provided those grieving with
God’s tender mercy and love. Another
opportunity was conducting the burial
service, the work of mercy for their
loved one.

Sister Jolenta
Sredinski, SHS.

Sister Jolenta said, “As a Sister of the
Holy Spirit, ministering to God’s people
in many ways these 50 years is indeed
loving the Lord with all my heart, my
soul, my mind and strength. I have
been richly blest!”
We congratulate you, Sister Jolenta, for your many years
as our sister and servant to God’s people, and we wish you
many good years in God’s vineyard as you continue to serve
so well. May God bless you abundantly!

Spirit Echoings
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Cathedral Site
of Two Events
Two Sundays in September beckoned our
Sisters to St. Paul Cathedral for events that
involved our members.

Sister
Christina
Marie
Janusek
presents
petitions.
Bishop David A.
Zubik presents
homily.

Jubilarians Honored
A noon Mass on September 17th
honored jubilarians from all
congregations that serve in Pittsburgh.
The jubilarians from our community
are: Sister Jolenta Sredinski, our
Golden Jubilarian, Sisters Marie Fabich
and Mary John Cook who are 60year jubilarians, and Sisters Eleanor
Giuliani and Mary Lou Witkowski
who are 65-year jubilarians. Sister
Jolenta’s jubilee was celebrated
at the Motherhouse on August
13. The following 60 and 65-year
jubilarians will be honored during
the community’s All Saints Day
Celebration on October 29.

Sister Marie
Fabich
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Sister Mary
John Cook

Bishop David A. Zubik delivered a
homily that was a moving testimony
to the lives of all the jubilarians.
Our Sister Christina Marie Janusek
presented the petitions during the
Mass.
A wonderful luncheon followed during
which time many friendships were
renewed among the members of the
various communities present.

Sister Eleanor
Giuliani

Sister Mary Lou
Witkowski

Manifesting the
Kingdom Awards
Given
The following Sunday, Sister Christina
Marie Janusek was a recipient of the
Manifesting the Kingdom Award. This
award is given each year to people in
the Diocese of Pittsburgh whose lives
witness to Jesus as they live out their
baptismal commitment.
Sister Christina Marie serves as
Pastoral Minister at Marian Manor
Nursing Facility. Her ministry involves
not only the residents, but also their
families. Sister Christina Marie’s gentle
disposition and welcoming manner
serve well to assist residents and
families at times when life can seem so
vulnerable.
In a visit to a parish in Rome in January,
Pope Francis said, “Christian witness is
done with three things: words, the heart
and the hands.” Sister Christina Marie
employs all of those three elements in
her loving care as an attentive listener
and as one who promotes the spiritual
and physical well-being of the residents
of Marian Manor.

Miss Christine Sciullo, a teacher at
St. Maria Goretti School in Bloomfield,
was also a recipient of the Manifesting
the Kingdom Award. For many years,
Miss Sciullo has been a committed
and dedicated teacher and parishioner.
Her efforts as a teacher go beyond
the classroom as she seeks to instill
a deep faith life in her students. Each
Sunday she can be seen with a group
of students as they minister as greeters,
servers, and ushers. Her own faith life
is visible in her dedicated service to the
parish and school events and which
serves as a positive example to her
students of witnessing to Jesus.

Miss Scuillo
receives award
from Bishop Zubik.

“ Christian witness
is done with three
things: words,
the heart and
the hands.”

In his homily, Bishop Zubik
commended the recipients who had
come from parishes throughout the
diocese for their generous and diverse
ways of showing Jesus to the world.
Sister Christina Marie
waits to receive award.

Spirit Echoings
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ST. MARIA GORETTI SCHOOL
HOSTS JESUS DAY
Each year at St. Maria Goretti School in Bloomfield, Sister
Stephanie Lazor and Sister Patricia Eleanor Myers present
JESUS DAY. This event is geared to helping prepare the
children to receive their First Holy Communion.
The day begins in the convent which
the Sisters have decorated with
colorful pictures and items that will
be used throughout the day. The
children listen to inspiring talks about
Jesus, and they also work on projects
that relate to their reception of the
sacrament. The day concludes in the
church where the children pray, listen
to a talk by the pastor, and practice
receiving the Eucharist.

Sister Stephanie
explains Jesus
project to students.

Peyton Perkins
ponders
question posed
by Sister Patricia
Eleanor.
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Bryan Nguyan and
McKenzie Grady show the
chalices they’ve made.

Miss Miriam King,
2nd grade teacher,
admires the projects.

JESUS DAY has become a
popular experience for the children
for as one child said,

“This day was the best day
in my whole year.”

Former Pastor Remembered
Having suffered a fall that morning,
Rev. Regis Martin Farmer died the
evening of August 17. Since 2012, he had
served as pastor of Saint Maria Goretti
Parish where our Sisters minister.
A man of many talents, Father Regis
had developed many friendships
through a wide variety of assignments
he had carried out in the Diocese of
Pittsburgh. Saint Maria Goretti Church
in Bloomfield was packed for Father
Regis’ funeral. It was impressive and a
testimony to his life as a priest to see
over a hundred of his priest brothers,
two bishops, and an archabbot in
attendance with his family, friends, and
past and present parishioners for the
beautiful Eucharistic Liturgy. May his
soul now rest in peace.

Father Regis
speaking
to second
graders.
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