S I S T E R S

O F

T H E

H O L Y

S P I R I T

She Is Our Mother
The beautiful month of May is devoted
to our Blessed Mother. Some of our
readers may recall how the Sisters of
the Holy Spirit taught their students
many hymns to Mary such as “On This
Day, O Beautiful Mother” that they
sang throughout this month. Others
may recall the “May Altars” which the
Sisters built and which graced each
classroom. Fresh flowers . . . irises,
violets, lilies of the valley would be
brought in, clutched in young hands
eager to add their contribution to the
beautiful altars to Mary. The Sisters
encouraged the children to build their
own altar in their homes; this added
to the strong devotion to our Blessed
Lady. While such memories may bring
a feeling of nostalgia, what is most
important is to keep in mind that
Mary, the Mother of God, is still our
own very dear mother. She intercedes
for us before the throne of God. Her
dying Son gave her to us even as He
hung on the cross, and since that time,
she has never let us down. Let us pray:
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us
sinners, your children, now and at the
hour of our death.

Let us renew our devotion to our
Blessed Mother.
Let us honor her, and thank her,
and trust in her protection.
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Check Us Out!
Have you visited our new website? www.sistersoftheholyspirit.com will
take you to a beautiful site where you can find everything you ever
wanted to know about the Sisters of the Holy Spirit . . . or at least you
might find lots of interesting features!
For instance, you might find our
100- year History intriguing as you
observe the paths God has taken us
through the years. A section on our
Charism explains our dedication to the
Holy Spirit as well as our Mission and
the Ministries that provide a picture
of the involvement of our Sisters as we
seek to respond to the needs of people
in our efforts to carry on the work of
Jesus in today’s world.

Our new website:
sistersoftheholyspirit.com

One of the nicest sections of the site
is found on the opening page. There
pictures of some of our Sisters can be
seen. These are accompanied by videos
of each Sister and written texts of their
presentations.
And so, if you’d like to spend some
enjoyable time in front of your
computer, just check us out! We hope
that you will be delightfully rewarded
in your spiritual journey.

A final note: The Sisters of the Holy Spirit are grateful to
Daniel Pipitone (danielpipitonedesign.com) for his beautiful
design of our website and to Art Groll who initiated its renewal.

For those discerning a call to religious
life, there is a section on Vocations.
And don’t forget to check out
opportunities for spiritual enrichment
in the link to our Martina Spiritual
Renewal Center. Remember...Pentecost
is fast approaching, and our annual
Novena to the Holy Spirit begins May
30. Details and a list of speakers can
be found on the website at the link to
the Martina Center.
Links to our Pittsburgh Diocesan
website and to that of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) provide a wide variety of
information. USCCB has a section
where one can get the daily readings
for Mass, the writings of Pope Francis,
and much information about the
Church and other relevant topics. In
March and April, our website provided
daily Lenten reflections.

www.sistersoftheholyspirit.com
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Sisters Host Communicators
On March 18th, the Sisters of the
Holy Spirit hosted a special meeting
of diocesan communicators at their
Motherhouse. The main speaker at
the event was Ann Rodgers, General
Manager of the PITTSBURGH
CATHOLIC. Ms Rodgers explained her
role at the diocesan newspaper and
offered suggestions to the group that
might assist their work.
Jean Dennison, a well-loved and
respected member of the group
was gifted with a special luncheon
and with a specially-designed bowl
that had been inscribed with many
sentiments that had been written
about her by the communicators
to honor her and her many
accomplishments throughout the
years. Jean, who was the recent cochair of the CCC with Barbara Hecht,
retired at the end of March from her
position with the Sisters of Divine
Providence. For many years she had
represented that congregation and

was a tremendous help to
members of the CCC. We
thank Jean and wish her
many of God’s gracious
blessings in her retirement!
The Collaborative
Communications
Committee (CCC) is
comprised of a group of men and
women whose task it is to serve as
communicators for the religious
communities they represent.
Their monthly meetings promote
cooperation among the communities
on various projects that would be
difficult for individual communities
to accomplish on their own.

Co-chairs of the CCC,
Barbara Hecht and
Jean Dennison.

The CCC works in collaboration
with the Catholic Sisters Leadership
Conference (CSLC) for the
advancement of religious life.
Future projects involve the Year of
Consecrated Life 2015 which was
proposed by Pope Francis.

Holy Ghost High School All Class Reunion, Saturday, October 11, 2014
Graduated or Attended 1941-1983
After we last roamed the halls of Holy
Ghost High School, we will now gather for
a reunion celebration.
(Alumnae Only) Cost: $50.00
Tentative Schedule:
Registration 11:00 AM
Mass 12:00 PM
Catered Buffet Dinner
For complete schedule and registration,
please visit: www.sistersoftheholyspirit.com.

Don’t miss this opportunity to renew old
friendships and to create new ones!
We are also asking, whether you are able to attend or not, if
you would take a moment and share a memory with us to be
included in a book which will be made available for all to read.
For additional details, please contact:
Selma Uhlig ’59 (412) 231-6381;
Katie Foley ’79 (412) 445-7785;
Winnie Staab ’80 (412) 931-0415;
Renee (Archey) Moser ’80 (412) 600-8133
e-mail: Holyghostallclassreunion@gmail.com
or cafoley630@aol.com.
Spirit Echoings
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Jubilee: A Time To Celebrate!
Jubilee celebrations are such nice times for people to get
together to laud the accomplishments of others, and not
only their accomplishments, but, especially, who they are as
individuals in the family of God.
In this issue, we are featuring the
anniversaries of three Sisters of the
Holy Spirit. Sister Agnes Cecilia Tutsie
is celebrating sixty-five years; Sister
Bridget Miller and Sister Stephanie
Lazor, sixty years. A total of one

hundred eighty-five years have been
invested in religious life in service of
God’s people. We heartily congratulate
these dedicated women, and ask God’s
everlasting blessings on them.

Sister M. Bridget Miller
Known as one of three Sisters of the
Holy Spirit who, for fifteen years,
sewed costumes for the Pittsburgh
Christmas Creche, the very talented
Sister Bridget began her teaching
ministry in parish schools in the
Diocese of Pittsburgh and in Ohio.
For eight years Sister taught at Holy
Ghost High School. During those years
at HGHS, her students benefitted
much in her home economics classes
where many of them became skilled
in the arts of sewing and cooking. As
Guidance Counselor, she helped many
to prepare for their futures in college
and the workplace. When Holy Ghost
High School closed in 1980, Sister
transferred her skills to North Catholic
High School.

Sister Stephanie and
Sister Bridget.
(left to right)
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Following that assignment, Sister
Bridget accepted the ministry as
Formation/Vocation Director for the
community until she was assigned
to teach in Bloomfield after which
Sister became the Dietary Manager at
Marian Manor Nursing Home for the
next eleven years. During the last four
years at that assignment, Sister Bridget
also served as the Assistant General
Superior.
In 2003 Sister Bridget was elected
General Superior of the Sisters of the
Holy Spirit. She served in that capacity
for eight years. At present, Sister lives
in the Motherhouse and is the house
superior.

Sister M. Stephanie Lazor
Sister Stephanie has spent most of
her life as a teacher of little children.
For fifty years children at schools in
Ohio and in Pennsylvania have had
the privilege of experiencing the
enthusiasm and joy of Sister Stephanie.
Sister’s bubbly personality has brought

out the best in children, and even today
they continue to respond to her positive
and loving ways of relating to them.
In addition to her regular teaching
roles, Sister Stephanie has also teamed
up with Sister Patricia Eleanor
Myers to present a program for first
communicants called “Jesus Day”.
Very generous with her gifts, Sister
Stephanie has also served her
community as local superior at some
of the local convents where she was
missioned. Sister was also involved in
the administration of the community
having been elected to the General
Council in 1999. In 2004 Sister assumed
a position as Child Day Care Caregiver
at Marian Manor, a ministry she held
for seven years. In 1911, Sister Stephanie
was assigned to be a teacher aide
in Bloomfield where she continues
to minister. Sister Stephanie enjoys
working with children, some of whose
parents she had taught many years ago.

Celebration Mass
In his homily at the celebration
Mass for Sister Bridget and Sister
Stephanie , Rev. Robert Guay, chaplain
to the Sisters, said: “Sisters Bridget
and Stephanie — in your journey of
consecrated life you have been keepers
of the faith, proclaimers of the Word,
teachers of others, Christ-bearers of
love and compassion, witnesses of
mercy, and models of what it means
to be faithful to consecrated life.” He
went on to say, “Today we offer you

our thanks for staying the course in
religious life as Sisters of the Holy
Spirit. We also pray that the Lord will
continue to give you a true faith, a
certain hope, and a perfect love. And
may these gifts, through the inspiration,
guidance and strength of the Holy
Spirit, continue to assist you in your
commitment and dedication to your
vocation and calling in consecrated
life.” We, too, thank you, Sisters.

Spirit Echoings

“We, too,
thank you,
Sisters.”
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Sister M. Agnes Cecilia Tutsie

SHS – Jubilarian, 65 years

Sister M. Agnes
Cecilia Tutsie, SHS

Many members of the congregation gathered at Marian Manor
on January 19, 2014, to celebrate the 65th anniversary of Sister
Agnes Cecilia at the 11:00 AM Mass. Father Jack Walsh, chaplain
at the Manor, was the celebrant and homilist. The responsorial
psalm for the day was “Here am I, Lord; I come to do your
will.” (Ps. 40: 8-9) In his homily, Father referred to Sister Agnes
Cecilia’s vocation and her years of service to God’s people as she
responded to doing God’s will.
Although Sister is now a resident
at Marian Manor, it wasn’t too long
ago that she had completed many
years as a teacher in parish schools
in Pennsylvania and Ohio. Sister’s
last teaching assignment was at
Immaculate Conception School in
Bloomfield (now St. Maria Goretti
School). Not only did she teach, but
Sister was also the sacristan at the
church. Sister became endeared to the
people of “Little Italy” ( as Bloomfield
is frequently called), and so many
people still inquire about her and
speak of how they miss her.

Convent
Crawl
This year’s
Convent Crawl
is scheduled
for June 6 -7,
2014.
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For the past several years, the
Pittsburgh Religious Vocation Council
(PRVC) has hosted the opportunity
for women to visit convents of Sisters.
The event takes place throughout
twenty-four hours during which
time the women spend time at four
convents.

Following her last parish assignment,
Sister Agnes Cecilia moved to the
Motherhouse where she became
a willing helper to Sister Mary
DeChantal in their weekly visits to
Marian Manor to visit our retired
Sisters and to care for their needs.
Eventually Sister’s health situation
became such that she is now a resident
of the Manor.
We thank Sister Agnes Cecilia for
her many years of dedicated service,
and we ask God to bless her in her
retirement where she continues her
ministry of prayer.

This is the second time Sisters of the
Holy Spirit have hosted part of the
event. This year the ladies will spend
Friday evening at our Motherhouse,
stay overnight, and leave Saturday for
the next site. There will be time for
the women to meet with Sisters and to
gather information that will help them
in their discernment process as they
seek to find out God’s will for them.
For information about the event
and/or to register, please call
412-821-2200 x 430.

Students Promote
Chimbote Fundraiser

Principal
Sister
Mary John
Cook with
students.

Two students at
St. Maria Goretti
School represented
the efforts of their
classmates to raise
money to fund
the Pittsburgh
diocesan mission in Chimbote, Peru.
Eighth grader Taylor Denham and
seventh grader Jonathan KrystopolskiCzernics set up an outstanding
display which depicted the variety of
ways the students had raised $1000

for the people of
Chimbote.
The Chimbote
Dinner is an
annual affair. Each
year a number of
schools are selected to set up a display
and to demonstrate how they raised
money in support of the mission in
Peru. Supporters of the dinner have an
opportunity to visit with the students
and to applaud their efforts.

Jonathan and Taylor
explain project to Sister
Mary Jo Mutschler, SC,
assistant superintendent
of Pittsburgh Catholic
Schools.

Students Place in Top Ten Finalists
Students at two schools where our
Sisters teach have placed in the top
ten finalists in the Pittsburgh “Do the
Write Thing” Challenge, (DtWT), an
educational initiative of the National
Campaign to Stop Violence. They had
been in competition with 2158 entries
from middle school students from the
Pittsburgh Public Schools, Woodland
Hills School District, and the Catholic
Diocese.
According to Tami Cavey, Judicial
Assistant to the Honorable Dwayne D.
Woodruff, these students “wrote about
the impact of violence on their lives,
expressed ideas on the causes of youth
violence and made commitments
to steer clear of violence.” Ms. Cavey
further stated: “The top students from
each school along with their teachers
will be honored at the DtWT Dinner
Celebration on May 12, 2014 at the
David L. Lawrence Convention Center.
Chris Moore of WQED, PCNC and
KDKA Radio will emcee this event

to honor the top students from each
of the 47 participating schools. The
top ten students from each school
were interviewed, and the Pittsburgh
DtWT National Ambassadors (female
and male) will be announced at the
Dinner Celebration.”
Miranda Scherer, an eighth grade
student at St. Agnes School in West
Mifflin, chose to write a poem instead
of an essay. Principal Sister Cynthia
Wessel, SHS, said that Miranda first
thought that a poem would be easier
to write, and it would be shorter;
however, as she got started she just
kept on writing.
Alexander Hill, a seventh grader at
St. Maria Goretti in Bloomfield had
submitted an essay titled “Youth
Violence”. St. Maria Goretti principal,
Sister Mary John Cook, SHS, said “I
was amazed with the excellent ideas
Alexander voiced in his essay to curb
violence and the impact it has on our
youth of today.”
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Miranda’s poem
ends with the words:
“ My words could
change a nation, but
they don’t. My words
may never reach
out farther than
the person they’re
intended to, whether
it be a simple hello
or a long paragraph
only slightly denting
on how much they
mean to me.”

Congratulations
to these fine young
people!
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Toys Jacki Richert and Kelli O’Connell,
and elves Grace Emily Miller and
Shannon O’Connell, look on as Elf Joe
Lyons juggles.

Christmas Cabaret
Braves the Snow
A blustery snowy day welcomed
visitors to the 2013 Christmas Cabaret
at the Martina Spiritual Renewal
Center. The snows of winter began
early and posed a threat to travelers –
even to Santa Claus who had traveled
from Johnstown to Pittsburgh to assist
in discovering “Who Stole Mama’s
Cookies?”

Sister Patricia
Eleanor Myers
and Sister
Stephanie Lazor.

Basket prizes
adorn the setting
for the Carolers
Lou Ann White,
Gloria Maurer,
Mary Jane Lewis,
Kathleen DeAngelo,
Sister Theresa
Margaret Bealer,
Joan Traymar,
Mary Lou
Setzenfand,
and Mary Ann
Clafshenkel.
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“Father
Chrismas”
and Sister
Grace
Fabich.

Detective Solveit,
Mariann Jarvis,
ponders a
problem.

Mama Claus, Nina
Lyons, bewails her
missing cookies.

Rudolph, Lois Cole,
protests innocence.

Sugar Plum Fairy, Pat Riordan,
glides across the stage.
Santa Claus,
Jim Luksik, waits
for his Christmas
tree, Scott Lewis,
to stop shaking.

For weeks, friends and alumnae of
Holy Ghost High School had practiced
to perform the mystery play of the
missing cookies that Mrs. Santa Claus
had baked. What great fun it was to
have the audience discover the villain!
The rewards went to two tables of
guests who were treated to special
bundles of delicious cookies! Further
entertainment by the Strolling Strings,
students of North Allegheny High
School, and the naming of winners of
beautiful baskets and prizes rounded
out the wonderful afternoon of food,
fun and friendships.

Narrator Jan Luksik.

Frosty, Mary
O’Connell, fits
right in with the
snowy weather.

Mary Ann and her mother
Mrs. Clafshenkel.

Spirit Echoings
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Sister Mary DeChantal Serwinski

Sister Mary
DeChantal
Serwinski

Well done,
good and
faithful
servant.

After sixty-two years as a professed
member of the Sisters of the Holy
Spirit, Sister DeChantal, the former
Magdalene Elizabeth Serwinski,
stepped into eternity at Marian
Manor Nursing Home on February 17
at 8:20 pm.

For fifteen years, Sister DeChantal
managed to sew costumes for
Pittsburgh’s Christmas Creche.
This Christmas display, which
has graced a plaza in downtown
Pittsburgh since 1999, became a
special project for her.

Sister DeChantal graduated from
Duquesne University with a degree in
Education. She did graduate studies
at Kent University and further studies
in Rome, Italy. For many years, she
ministered in a number of parishes
as teacher, principal, and as local
superior. When Sisters began to retire
to the Motherhouse, there was need for
someone to care for them. Dutifully
she accepted the assignment and
oversaw the care provided by nurses
and staff.

Sister DeChantal was very grateful
for all the benefits that had been hers
throughout her years in religious life.
While her time in Rome and the Holy
Land were special to her, she once
recounted several other highlights in
her life: a pilgrimage to Medjugorje,
and a silver jubilee gift of a trip to the
Eucharistic Congress in Philadelphia.
While there, she met Mother Teresa
of Calcutta, and she also attended a
conference by Bishop Fulton J. Sheen.

Her ministry to our retired Sisters
was interrupted when she was sent to
Rome for a year of study of theology
and spirituality. A special part of
that education included a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land. Following that
year in Rome, Sister returned to her
beloved Sisters where she continued
to supervise their care until the Sisters
were moved to Marian Manor. It was
then that she began her weekly trips
to the Manor in order to continue to
serve our retired Sisters there.
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Sister DeChantal treasured the
upbringing her parents, Joseph
Vincent and Mary Elizabeth
Wawrzynski Serwinski had provided.
She especially valued the faith they
had instilled in her. Sister spoke
frequently and lovingly of her sister
Theresa Neiderer, her brothers Joseph
V. (Mary Ann) Serwinski, and Bernard
(Joan) Serwinski, and of her nieces
and nephews.
May our dear Sister DeChantal, who so
lovingly showed Jesus to the people to
whom she ministered, be now at peace
in the heavenly kingdom. Well done,
good and faithful servant.

Sister Mary Edward Kudla, SHS
A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated for Sister Mary Edward
Kudla, the former Josephine Kudla, on
March 18, 2014, in the Motherhouse
Chapel of the Assumption. The Very
Rev. Robert F. Guay, chaplain of the
Sisters, opened his homily by quoting
Mother Teresa of Calcutta who once
said, “At the hour of death when we
come face to face with God, we are
going to be judged on love, not on how
much we have done, but how much
love we put into the doing.”
He went on to say, “In her 95 years
of life and a little over 75 years in
religious life, Sister Edward put ‘much
love into the doing’ by her Christ-like
living as a Sister of the Holy Spirit.
Whether it was as a principal, or in a
classroom, or tutoring a young child,
or helping out in a parish, or just being
present to those she lived with over
the course of the years, she did so with
much kindness, generosity and love.”
Sister Edward’s deep faith and loving
and gentle disposition were fashioned
within a loving and faith-filled family.
The late Jacob and Agnes Panto Kudla
had modeled that faith to their twelve
children.
Sister Edward took those qualities
into the classrooms where she served
in a number of schools in Ohio and
Pennsylvania. Her graduation from
Duquesne University had prepared
her well for the classroom, and her
students were blessed to have had
such a positive role model as were the
Sisters with whom she ministered.

When asked to serve as novice
director for the community, she did so
for several years and then resumed her
ministry as teacher.
Sister Edward was generous with
her gifts. When, eventually, she had
to retire from teaching, she tutored
students and assisted with convent
chores as she tried to make the school
sisters’ lives a bit easier. The aging
process did catch up with her though,
and she retired to Marian Manor
Nursing home where she spent the
last several years.

Sister M.
Edward
Kudla

“In her 95 years of life and a little

over 75 years in religious life,
Sister Edward put ‘much love into
the doing’ by her Christ-like living
as a Sister of the Holy Spirit.”
Throughout the years Sister Edward
maintained close relationships
with her sisters and brothers and
their families. Their devotion to her
was profoundly evident, and she
loved them as well. Sister Edward
is survived by two brothers, Frank
and John. She was preceded in death
by her four sisters, Wilhelmina,
Theresa, Evelyn and Mary Ann, and
six brothers, Adam, Stanley, James,
Edward, Henry, and Thaddeus.
May her dear soul now rest in
God’s loving peace.

Spirit Echoings
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