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Journey of 100 Years
The Sisters of the Holy Spirit have traveled a long
and interesting road for the past 100 years.
This journey, though, actually began more than
a century ago in the person of Barbara Timofieff
Finatowicz (Mother Josephine), a convert to
Roman Catholicism.
In 1913, the Most Rev. John Francis Regis Canevin,
Bishop of Pittsburgh, canonically erected the
congregation, gave the Sisters a new rule and was,
for very many years, considered the founder of the
Sisters of the Holy Ghost as they were known at that
time. It is from this date that this centennial is
being celebrated.
However, when Vatican II came upon the scene in
the 1960’s, religious congregations were prompted
to go back to their sources for the purpose of
renewing religious life throughout the world. It
was during this time that the Sisters of the Holy
Spirit discovered the role that Mother Josephine
had played in their founding, and it was with much
jubilation that she was acknowledged as their
foundress. Since that time, much research has taken
place, and a history of the congregation is presently
being written. Some of that history will be found
within these pages.
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Our
Sisters
came to
Pittsburgh
in 1911.

How do we count one hundred years
of blessings? We all know that
hardships, sufferings, the downturns of life and mistakes are often,
in retrospect, blessings in disguise.
That is the story of our Sisters, who
every year for one hundred years have
learned and relearned, have etched
into our hearts the lessons Wisdom
teaches us about the mystery of
life. All of that together with those
happier and more obvious times
and occurrences we ordinarily call
‘blessings’ make up our history.
On October 21, 2012, we Sisters of
the Holy Spirit will officially open
a year of celebrating a centenary of
blessings as a Pittsburgh diocesan
congregation of women religious.
It was April 25, 1913, when Most
Reverend John Francis Regis Canevin,
Bishop of Pittsburgh, gave the Sisters
of the Holy Spirit our first rule. It was
the same day that we were canonically
established as a diocesan community
of the Diocese of Pittsburgh.
Our story, though, goes back even
farther through some dimmer years
of searching and suffering, covering
Russia and Eastern Europe before
touching the shores of the United
States in 1905. Our Sisters came
to Pittsburgh in 1911 and within
two years the narrative of this one
hundred years began. Change,

2

blessings, hardships and surprises,
all parts of life’s journey, were and
are part of the everyday lives of the
Sisters. Over the past one hundred
years we Sisters of the Holy Spirit
lived through all of this.

The high point of this year of
remembering will occur on
April 14, 2013, at the celebration
of a special Mass of Thanksgiving
at 6:00 p.m. at St. Paul Cathedral
in Oakland to which all are invited.
We will open the year with a
luncheon and a light musical
depiction of our history at the LeMont
Restaurant on Mount Washington in
October 2012. In addition, each month
throughout the year, the Sisters will
participate in a series of out-reach to
the poor with various youth of the
Pittsburgh area.

You are part of this celebration
of who we are. You are part of the
immense blessings we have received
over the years through our Church
and our Diocese, our schools, parishes,
our works, especially with the elderly,
and our friendships. May you have
many blessings in return.

Sisters’ place of residence
in St. Petersburg

How It
All Began
Barbara Timofieff Finatowicz was
born November 27, 1861, in Smolensk,
Russia. She later became a Roman
Catholic and was then disowned by
her father since such a move was
considered treason in Russia at that
time. Barbara left for Rome where she
entered the Carmelites of St. Bridget.
Later on, with the help of Father
Joseph Zyskar, she founded a religious
community named Congregation of
Perpetual Adorers of the Most Blessed
Sacrament for the Union of Churches
and Suffering Souls.When Father
Zyskar went to Russia to solicit funds
for the new community and was
arrested for baptizing, Barbara, now
Mother Josephine, assumed leadership
of the twenty Sisters. They made
their way to St. Petersburg where they
ministered at St. Catherine Church.
She changed their name to Sisters of
the Holy Ghost since devotion to the
Holy Ghost was very strong in Russia
at that time.

Church of St. Catherine

In a letter dated April 3, 1900,
to a Dominican Sister Xavier,
Mother Josephine wrote:

“With our whole soul we desire and seek, for the
greater glory of God, to serve humanity, to work
for their good and benefit. This constitutes alone
the joy of our holy vocation.”
Spirit Echoings
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Life in the United States
In 1906, Mother Josephine sent two Sisters to the
United States to solicit funds for the community.

A New Beginning

Discovering that Sisters were being
sought to do domestic work at
SS.Cyril and Methodius Seminary
in Michigan, the Sisters offered their
services.
Realizing the need for more help, the
rector contacted Mother Josephine
and requested the services of two
more Sisters. However, when he went
to arrange for their passports, he
couldn’t remember the name of one
of the Sisters.

First Motherhouse in Donora

Surmising that every community
must have a Sister Benedict, he used
that name in applying for a passport.
Providentially, it was Sister Benedict
who held things together when
difficulties arose later on.

Convent in Michigan

Little Green
Cottage
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As young ladies began to enter
the community in Michigan,
some expressed a desire to serve as
teachers, especially to the children
of immigrants. A request was made
by Rev. Ladislaus Odziemczewski
inviting the Sisters to teach in a school
in Donora, PA. Several Sisters were
sent from Michigan and were given
a “Little Green Cottage” (as it came
to be known) in which to live. Some
have called this the “cradle of the
community”. It served until their first
Motherhouse was built in Donora,
largely through the efforts of Father
Odziemczewski. By that time in 1911,
the move from Michigan by all the
Sisters had taken place.

Throughout all of these happenings,
Mother Josephine had remained
in Europe. Meanwhile in Donora,
the need for Sisters to be trained as
teachers was recognized, and Sister
Anthony, one of the first Sisters sent to
the United States, went back to Russia
to consult with Mother Josephine.
Left without a superior for a period of
time, the Sisters appealed to Most Rev.
John Francis Regis Canevin, bishop
of Pittsburgh. The bishop told them
to sever all ties with the European
foundation. He then organized the
Sisters into a new congregation and

Sister
M. Frances

presented them with a new Rule in
1913. Bishop Canevin had wanted to
transfer the Sisters to the Notre Dame
Sisters in Wisconsin; however, the
Notre Dame superior agreed, instead,
to send two of her Sisters to form the
group into a new community. The two
Notre Dame Sisters spent six years
in Donora until 1918 when Sister M.
Frances Kolacz was elected the first
General Superior of the Sisters of the
Holy Ghost.

Bishop Canevin

Notre
Dame
Sisters

Spirit Echoings
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Holy Ghost
Academy Students

Dedication Day of
New Motherhouse
(Postulants Processing)

Education
Ministry Expands
The Most Rev. Hugh C. Boyle, bishop
of Pittsburgh, dedicated the new
Motherhouse on August 14, 1927.
Another wing was added to the
building in 1942.

The Move to Pittsburgh
The community remained in Donora until 1922.
Realizing that the Sisters were
outgrowing their Motherhouse and
that there was a great need for the
Sisters to minister in Pittsburgh,
Bishop Canevin suggested that
they relocate. The Sisters purchased
the Allen Estate in West View, a
Pittsburgh neighborhood, and moved
into a sixteen-room brick building
which had formerly served as the
summer home of the Allen family.
This facility served as the Sisters’ first
Motherhouse in Pittsburgh.

Within a short time, however,
ground was broken to build a larger
Motherhouse to accommodate the
growing numbers of young ladies who
continued to enter the community.

Allen Home
Motherhouse - 1923

Bishop Canevin’s vision of the need
for Sisters to minister in Pittsburgh
proved itself true. Schools for the
children of immigrants flourished,
and the Sisters of the Holy Ghost
continued to assume responsibility
for many schools. In addition to
staffing Holy Ghost Academy and
twenty-seven parish schools, they

For many years, that portion of the building housed
Holy Ghost Academy which served as a high school
for girls and a grade school for boys and girls.
also began catechetical classes in
parishes where children were unable
to attend a Catholic school, but the
pastor wanted to provide them with
religious instruction. The Sisters also
assisted the Franciscan Sisters, Divine
Providence Sisters, Sisters of Mercy,
Dominican Sisters, and the School
Sisters of Notre Dame by teaching in
some of their schools.

Early Entrance
to Motherhouse

Motherhouse
Original Motherhouse Chapel
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St. Joseph’s
Protectory for
Homeless Boys

Busy in the Lord’s Vineyard
By 1931, the Sisters had
converted the Allen homestead
convent into the Bishop Boyle
Home for Aged Women. This
was a beginning of the health
care ministry for the Sisters.
As requests for such care increased, the
Sisters purchased the Davidson estate
in what is now Allison Park. This
beautiful mansion was named Sisters
of the Holy Ghost Guest Home. On
weekends, several Sisters who taught
at Holy Ghost Academy traveled
to the Guest Home to teach art and
music to children and adults from the
surrounding area

New King’s Daughters Hospital

The Sisters received an invitation
in 1942 to minister at St. Joseph
Protectory for Homeless Boys which
was located in Pittsburgh’s Hill
District. In a letter to the Most Rev.
Hugh C. Boyle, bishop of Pittsburgh,
Rev. F. J. Huber, Superintendent of
the Protectory, wrote: “I feel that the
presence of nuns and their example
will wield a tremendous influence
over our boys and help us to continue
the marvelous work done at the
other institutions from whom we
receive the majority of our boys.” The
Sisters remained there for eight years
until the boys were transferred to
the Pauline Auberle Foundation in
McKeesport, PA.

Holy Ghost
Guest Home
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A Move to
West Virginia
Original King’s
Daughters Hospital

For many years, the Sisters had ministered exclusively
in Pennsylvania and Ohio. In 1950, an invitation arrived
from Martinsburg, West Virginia.

King’s Daughters Hospital had begun
construction of a new hospital.
However, when funds ran out, the
project was abandoned. Consideration
was then given to converting the
building to government offices.
When that idea failed, attempts were
made, by King’s Daughters Hospital
Circle and its medical staff, to have
a new organization assume the
administration of King’s Daughters
Hospital and the School of Nursing
with the understanding that they
also agree to complete the partiallyconstructed building.
Six Sisters arrived in 1951, and on
March 28, 1954, the construction
was completed and dedicated by
the bishop of Richmond, the Most
Rev. Peter L. Ireton. The hospital
operated as a charitable institution
for the benefit of the sick and needy
until 1981. It was purchased by

Christian Associates for Community
Development and converted to a
congregate housing facility. Photos
of the Sisters still hang in the foyer as
a tribute to the ministry the Sisters
provided.

Spirit Echoings

Hospital Sisters
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Grotto of the
Blessed Mother

Marian
Manor

Legacy
While many changes have occurred in the congregation
throughout these past one hundred years. some things
have remained stable and a valuable legacy. Throughout
the years, the Sisters have remained faithful to the Church.
They have also been deeply devoted to the Third Person of
the Blessed Trinity. Their charism, or gift given by God to
be shared with others, emphasizes, in whatever works the
Sisters do, the power and presence of the Holy Spirit who
seeks to make the love of God present in the world through
renewing the hearts of all people. This is the Sisters’ way of
joining in the mission of Jesus.

Ministries Continue to Expand
Sisters still
continue to
serve in the
teaching and
health care
ministries

Construction on a new nursing home
began in 1954. This new facility was
named Marian Manor Nursing Home
since construction began in the
Marian Year. This new home continues
to welcome both men and women.
Initially Marian Manor had one
building in which to care for residents.
The building also housed a beautiful
chapel and administrative offices.
As requests for admission increased,
additional buildings were added to
provide for long-term care, skilled
nursing, day care for children and
adults, an Alzeheimer’s unit, and an
activities building which, because of
the expanded population, also serves
as a chapel on weekends. In 2008
Marian Manor Nursing Home became
a part of the Vincentian Collaborative
System.
Just as the first Sisters of the
Holy Ghost desired to minister to
immigrants, in the 1970’s, Sisters of
the Holy Spirit began their ministries
to the new immigrants who came
to our shores following the war in
Vietnam: Cambodians, Hmong, and
Vietnamese.
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Martina Center
Auditorium Entrance

The Martina Spiritual Renewal Center,
which once was home to Holy Ghost
High School, was renovated and has
served as a retreat center for more than
twenty years. As many Catholic parish
schools closed, the Sisters continue
to reach out as pastoral ministers in
various parishes. Another ministry,
initiated to care for the elderly and
needy in a large area in Pittsburgh,
is now in its third year. Sisters still
continue to serve in the teaching
and health care ministries even as
other needs arise and the Sisters step
forward to meet them.

Cemetery
Crucifix

They know that their ministries
need to be sustained by prayer; they
are to be “contemplatives in action”
as apostolic religious are defined.
The Sisters have always maintained
an active life of prayer. Eucharistic
devotion and daily Mass are central
to their spiritual life. Several times
a day the Sisters gather for prayer in
common. They have a special love for
the Blessed Mother, and the rosary
is one of many of their devotional
practices.

As the Sisters begin this centennial celebration, they thank
God for the many blessings they have received. They also ask
your prayers for God’s sending more women who will willingly
and generously carry on the mission of Jesus in fidelity to the
charism of the Holy Spirit.

Spirit Echoings
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Mission Statement
We, the Sisters of the Holy Spirit of Pittsburgh, declare
our mission is to be joy-filled disciples of Jesus,
prophetically witnessing to the presence and the power
of the Holy Spirit, aware of our call to work for the
transformation of society into a Gospel community,
reconciled with God and with one another.

Is God calling you to religious life?
Would you like to join us in our work of Love and Joy?
Contact Sisters of the Holy Spirit - Vocations Office
5246 Clarwin Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15229 412-931-1917
Sister Patricia Eleanor Myers, SHS | srpatty@verizon.net
Sister Mary Anne Ulrich, SHS | srmaryanne@verizon.net
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