
“Merciful Like the Father” is the motto 
chosen for the Holy Year which begins 
December 8 and concludes November 
20, 2016. The official document by 
Pope Francis which proclaimed the 
Holy Year is Misericordiae Vultus  
(The Face of Mercy). 

The mission of the Church is to 
witness mercy. Events planned 
throughout the year and throughout 
the world will encourage us to follow 
the example of mercy shown us by our 
heavenly Father. 

In his welcoming remarks to Pope 
Francis at the White House on 
September 23rd, President Obama 
said, “You remind us that the Lord’s 
most powerful message is mercy”. 
Throughout his visit to our country, 
the Holy Father embodied that 
message. May we take to heart the 
challenges to love and to forgive as our 
heavenly Father loves and forgives us.
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from Sister Grace

Sister Grace Fabich, SHS  
General Superior

“What is in our power 
to bring change?”

Sisters Concerned 
About Global Issues

2

The Catholic Sisters Leadership 
Council (CSLC) chose as part of the 
World Celebration of Consecrated 
Life to use the topic of water as focus 
for their Full Membership Meeting. 
On May 11, 2015, nine of our Sisters 
attended the day’s  presentation 
given by Suzanne Golas, CSJP, Water:  
Sacred Source and Sustainer of Life.

Among other things, the day 
heightened awareness that 
the scarcity of water, due to 
mismanagement of this precious 
natural resource, is quickly leading to 
a global crisis. Participants looked at 

this pending crisis from several angles, 
noting that it is the poor who are the 
first to be deprived of safe water and 
how we are part of the cause.

The Sisters left with many ideas to 
take back to their places of ministry 
as we continue to pose the question 
concerning what is in our power to do 
about it.

Following a novena to the Holy Spirit 
and the Feast of Pentecost, elections 
for the General Superior and the 
General Council took place the last 
weekend of May. 

A festive celebration on Sunday, 
July 5th, began with the Installation 
Ceremony which took place during a 
special Eucharistic Liturgy. Rev. Leroy 
DiPietro was the celebrant of the Mass 
and led the congregation in prayer as 
Sister Grace Fabich, General Superior, 
Sister Diane Smith, Assistant General 
Superior, and General Councilors 
Sister Cynthia Wessel, Sister Madeline 
Horning, and Sister Janelle Banko 
were installed as the General 
Administration of the Sisters of the 

Community Celebrates 
Elected Leaders

Holy Spirit for the next four years. 
Prayers by the Sisters for the newly- 
elected leaders formed an important 
part of the installation

martinacenter.com

Martina Center Boasts 
New Website

Recently the Martina Spiritual Renewal 
Center launched its new website. 
Beautifully designed and executed by 
Daniel Pipitone (danielpipitonedesign.
com) with the assistance of Art Groll  
and Sister Donna Smith, the site features 
retreats and events for the coming year. 
Don’t miss it!

And … don’t forget the Christmas 

Cabaret which is scheduled for  

December 6, 2015. 

Details can be found on the website.

Rev. Leroy DiPietro with elected leaders – Sister Grace 
Fabich, Sister Janelle Banko, Sister Diane Smith, Sister 
Cynthia Wessel, and Sister Madeline Horning

For several years the people is this photo have gathered to use their 
outstanding talents to celebrate events in the lives of the Sisters as 
well as to  raise funds for the Martina Spiritual Retreat Center. Check 
out their recent performance in this issue of Spirit Echoings.

Alumnae and 
Friends Perform 
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A great man, who had served the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh and many 
religious orders, was laid to rest 
following a funeral Mass at St. 
Augustine Church celebrated by his 
friend, the Rev. Francis A. Fugini, OFM 
Cap., on August 25. 

The Sisters of the Holy Spirit had a 
special love and reverence for the man 
who had built each of their Pittsburgh 
facilities. As a young man, Stanley 
joined his father, also an architect, in 
building the Motherhouse in West 
View. After his father’s death, he 
continued on, building Marian Manor 
Nursing Facility, and Holy Ghost 
High School which he later renovated 
to convert it to the Martina Spiritual 
Renewal Center.

Over the years, the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh also benefited by the 
talents and generosity of Mr. 
Pyzdrowski. He designed and 
supervised the construction of many 
churches in the Pittsburgh area as well 
as the renovation of St. Paul Cathedral. 
He had a great sense of the sacred, 
being a very religious man as well as 
an artist and musician. All of these 
gifts were reflected in his life and 
contributions as an architect of great 
skill and dedication to detail. 

Mr. Pyzdrowski was very generous 
with his time and talents. One priest 
remarked that he had saved them 
thousands of dollars just by the free 
advice he gave them. Sister Marita Juras 
also remarked that when she held the 
office of General Superior of the Sisters 
of the Holy Spirit, her concerns about 
the community’s physical plants were 
eased by the presence, advice, and ever-
ready availability of Mr. Pyzdrowski to 
help her.

Mr. Pyzdrowski’s last years were spent 
as a resident at Marian Manor, one of 
the facilities he had designed and built. 
At his funeral Mass, Father Fugini 
spoke of the many temples to the Lord 
that Mr. Pyzdrowski had built, and he 
said that he imagined that God would 
now say to Stanley, “Come to the house 
that I have built for you!” May his dear 
soul now rest in eternal peace in the 
heavenly kingdom

Sister Norma Rodriguez was 
nominated from among the Sisters 
of the Holy Spirit to be this year’s 
recipient of “Manifesting the Kingdom 
Award”. The award was presented 
on Sunday, June 7, 2015, at Saint Paul 
Cathedral with the Most Rev. David 
A. Zubik, Bishop of Pittsburgh, as 
principal celebrant and homilist at an 
afternoon Mass. The Manifesting the 
Kingdom Award is given to persons 
who are “exemplary in reflecting 
the light of Christ through valuable 
service to the Church.”

Sister Norma is a CNA who works 
with the elderly in their homes and 
institutions where they reside in the 
Bloomfield/Lawrenceville area of 
Pittsburgh. She is part of the volunteer 
program of Sisters of the Holy Spirit to 
aid the poor elderly of that part of the 
city. Known as an exemplary caregiver, 
she is loved by those whom she helps. 
Several agencies call on her for input, 
suggestions, and ideas for others who 
struggle with care of elderly family 
members. Sister also volunteers in 
the after-school program at St. Maria 
Goretti School helping the children 
who wait for their parents to come 
for them after work. Sister Norma is 
a compassionate person, self-giving, 
emanating Christ’s love.

Sister Receives Diocesan Award

Stanley S. Pyzdrowski:  
Benefactor, Builder, 
and Friend

Sister Norma 
is greeted by 
Bishop Zubik.

He had a great sense of the sacred, 
being a very religious man as well 
as an artist and musician. 

St. Augustine church 
in Lawrenceville.
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Under the able administration of 
Sr. Mary John Cook, students can 
be found not only excelling in their 
academic lives, but also in their 
spiritual lives.

Recently, the student body raised 
$1,000 for Myesthenia Gravis research. 
The pastor, Rev. Regis Farmer, is a 
victim of that illness and he has 
been involved in fundraising for that 
cause. For Pastor Appreciation Day, 
the students presented Father Farmer 
with a check for the money they had 
raised.

First Holy Communion is a special  
day in the lives of the children. 
To prepare the children for that 
great event, Sister Stephanie Lazor 
and Sister Patricia Eleanor Myers 
presented a “Jesus Day” for them 
which was held in the convent. Sisters 
Stephanie and Patricia Eleanor’s 
creative talents were at work the entire 
day. So many children said it was their 
“best day”, and they went home at the 
end of the day, eagerly anticipating 
their first reception of Jesus.

Students  
Actively Engaged

Sister Stephanie and Miss 
King with second graders.

St. Maria Goretti School in Pittsburgh’s 
Bloomfield (Little Italy) has a lot going for it.

Mini retreat days were also given to 
several classes of students by Sister 
Teresa Baldi, Sister Mary Anne Ulrich, 
and Sister Norma Rodriguez.

Sports are big at St. Maria Goretti. 
Awards night featured games, photo 
shoots, and the presentation of awards 
for a season well played. The following 
day, the athletes proudly wore their 
new jackets.

After a summer which went by all too 
quickly for them, St. Maria Goretti’s 
students are now beginning a new 
year of adventures and learning.

Children 
experience a 

fisherman’s net.

Sister Patricia Eleanor 
oversees project.

The big night!

Award Night 
spells Happiness.

Pastor Appreciation Day.

Pastor Appreciation Day.
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A warm sunny September afternoon ushered in an audience 
at the Martina Spiritual Renewal Center for a fundraiser, 
“Groovin’ With Music and Friends”. The day featured a 
musical performance, lunch, and basket auctions.

Performers Really “Grooved”!

The auditorium, decorated in a lovely 
autumn theme, lent a special warmth 
to the occasion. Beautiful auction 
baskets, which had been contributed 
by friends of the Martina Center and 
of the Sisters, graced a section of the 
hall. A featured prize was a pizza 
made of cash which amounted to $50.

Jim Luksik, Joe Thaner, and Bob Corcoran 
place bets in piece from GUYS & DOLLS.

A lovely lunch, prepared by Sister 
Mary Anne Ulrich and some of her 
friends, followed the performance. 
The cast then returned to the stage for 
a final song. Before the day was over, 
the frequently asked question was, 
“When’s the next show”?

Following a welcome by Sister Donna 
Smith, Director of the retreat center, 
the cast entered the stage to the music 
of “Groovin’”. Outstanding performers, 
comprised of alumnae and friends 
of the Sisters, presented a variety 
of styles, eras, and types of music. 
“Professional” was the word of the day 
as the audience commented on the 
performers who had involved them 
singing, swaying, clapping and even 
dancing to the music.

Dancin’ 
to the 
music.

Joe Lyons waits 
to go on.

The $50 
pizza prize!

Kathy Loevner, Sr. Theresa Margaret Bealer, Mary 
Lou Setzenfand, JoAnn Schipani, and Barb Dilettuso 
prepare to invite the audience to participate.

Martha and Ray Miller 
“wow” the audience!

Nina Lyons prepares to sing as 
Chris Harrington enjoys the scene.

Carole Popchock leads 
the group in song.

Jan Luksik urges all to Put On a Happy Face as Nina Lyons, 
Kathy DeAngelo, Mariann Jarvis, and Mary Jane Lewis 
respond to her request.

Mrs. Smith shows off one 
of the gifts she donated.

Barb Dilettuso and Bob 
Corcoran recall the 60’s.
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Sister Eileen departed this earthly 
life for a well-deserved rest in her 
eternal home. The fourth oldest of 
eight children of the late Francis and 
Madalyn Schlinger Chlebowski, Eileen 
grew up in Owensdale, PA and attended 
St. Joseph School in Everson, PA. It was 
from that parish that she entered the 
Sisters of the Holy Ghost.

Sister Agnes Cecilia Tutsie 

She was a 
joy-filled 

woman with 
a contagious 

laugh.

Sister Agnes  
Cecilia Tutsie, SHS

Following that ten-year period, she 
went back to teaching . In 2011 she 
left Immaculate Conception School 
and parish to reside and retire at 
the Motherhouse. Eventually, Sister 
Agnes Cecilia moved to Marian Manor 
Nursing Facility where she spent her 
last years, dying peacefully on August 
26, 2015.

Sister Agnes Cecilia has gone on to a 
well-deserved rest. She dearly loved 
her family, and they were devoted to 
her. She will be missed by her sisters 
Theresa Kiec, Josie Danastasic, and 
Stacy Greenwald, her brother Steve, 
nieces and nephews, and the Sisters 
of the Holy Spirit. She was preceded 
in death by her parents George and 
Anastasia (Olejnick) Tutsie and a 
brother Joseph. May her dear soul now 
rest in the peace and joy of eternity.

Profession day of Sister Agnes Cecilia 
Tutsie with Sister Gerard (left).

She was a joy-filled woman. A ready 
smile, a contagious laugh, a click of 
the heels, and she was on her way. 
Sr. Agnes Cecilia was a joy to be 
around. She loved people, and they 
loved her. She won the confidence 
and hearts of many people. Long 
after she left Bloomfield to retire 
to the Motherhouse, many people 
continued to inquire about her; indeed, 
they missed her presence and her 
willingness to listen to them and to 
pray for them.

“Aggie” as she was lovingly referred 
to, loved to tell the story of her 
vocation and of her first visit to 
our Motherhouse from her home 
in Cardale, PA, where she was a 
parishioner and organist at Madonna 
of Czestochowa parish. In fact, for 
many years in community she 
served as organist as well as teacher 
in schools in the Youngstown and 
Pittsburgh dioceses. As a teacher, 
she enjoyed developing the arts in 
children; from her classrooms the 
sounds of singing , dancing, and 
performing could frequently be heard. 

For many years, she had been known as Sister M. Anastasia, 
the name given her when she became a novice. Following 
Vatican II, she went back to her baptismal name, and since 
that time she has been Sister Agnes Cecilia. She often 
laughingly referred to herself as: Sister M. Anastasia Agnes 
Cecilia Tutsie, SHS, CMD. The SHS, of course, being Sister 
of the Holy Spirit, and the CMD, Coal Miner’s Daughter.

From 1969-1979 she was assigned to 
the Motherhouse where she was the 
local superior, secretary and Director 
of Personnel. For three of those years, 
she was also the Director of Novices. 

Sister Eileen Chlebowski, SHS

Sister Eileen 
at community 
celebration.

Sister Eileen at 
fundraising event.

Her life in community saw many 
changes throughout the years she 
spent as a teacher and local superior 
at parishes in Harrisburg, North 
Canton and Maximo in Ohio and in 
Pennsylvania when she was known as 
Sister M. Francine. Following Vatican II, 
she went back to her baptismal name. 

A graduate of Duquesne University, 
Sister Eileen took her love of the 
English language to the classrooms 
at Holy Ghost High School where she 
became a very popular teacher. Her 
ten years at the all-girl high school 
provided a format for her to help to 
develop the talents of her students. 
When Holy Ghost High School 
closed its doors in 1980, Sister Eileen 
continued her ministry as junior high 
teacher and local superior.

After Sister Eileen was asked by Sister 
Jerome Plusquellec, then General 
Superior, to prepare for a position as a 
nursing home administrator, St. Louis 
University became Sr. Eileen’s home for 
the next three years. There she obtained 
a Masters Degree in Healthcare 
Administration. Upon her return to 
Pittsburgh Sister Eileen worked at 
Marian Manor until the retirement of 
Sister M. Berchmans Siglow whose role 

May she 
now rest in 

eternal peace!

as Administrator at Marian Manor she 
then assumed for nine years. In 2002 
she was diagnosed with cancer. Two 
years later she retired as Administrator 
and accepted the position of Director of 
Development at Marian Manor which 
she held until shortly before her death 
at the Motherhouse. During those years, 
her labors produced many fundraising 
projects, and she raised significant 
funds for the dear residents of Marian 
Manor where her sister, Sister Madalyn 
Chlebowski still ministers in the 
Pastoral Care Department.

Sister Eileen could always be counted 
on to contribute to the welfare of the 
community. She was an outstanding 
presence at community meetings. 
When the community embarked on 
a writing of a Mission Statement, she 
contributed many hours in co-hosting 
meetings throughout the congregation 
with Sister Grace Fabich. 

Sister Eileen was preceded in death by 
her parents and two brothers, Eugene 
and Donald. She leaves behind her 
dear family: Sister Madalyn, a brother 
James Chlebowski ( Beverly), and sisters 
Bernardine Riddell, Sylvia Hudson 
(Jim), and Margaret Barton (Terry), and 
nieces and nephews. 
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Mission Statement
We, the Sisters of the Holy Spirit of Pittsburgh, declare 
our mission is to be joy-filled disciples of Jesus, 
prophetically witnessing to the presence and the power 
of the Holy Spirit, aware of our call to work for the 
transformation of society into a Gospel community, 
reconciled with God and with one another.

Is God calling you to religious life?  
Would you like to join us in our work of Love and Joy?

Contact Sisters of the Holy Spirit - Vocations Office 
5246 Clarwin Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15229  412-931-1917

Sister Patricia Eleanor Myers, SHS | srpatty@verizon.net  
Sister Mary Anne Ulrich, SHS | srmaryanne@verizon.net
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