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Sisters Celebrate Life
It is wonderful to welcome new life!   
SPIRIT ECHOINGS does just that in 
the welcoming of a new member to the 
community, and it greets the birth of a 
new ministry.  

This issue of the newsletter of the 
Sisters of the Holy Spirit also celebrates 
305 years of combined years of 
ministry of its jubilarians.  They have 
ministered in the fields of education, 
health care, spiritual formation and 
direction, retreat ministry, art, music, 
finance, and community and various 
types of administration.

The Mission Statement of the Sisters 
of the Holy Spirit challenges them to 
witness “to the presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit”.  In each ministry 
in which a Sister of the Holy Spirit is 
involved, she depends upon the Holy 
Spirit to help her to go beyond what  
she could accomplish on her own.  
As she grows in the awareness of the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit 
in her own life, she tries to help others 
to be aware of the presence of God in 
their own lives and to realize how very 
much God loves them and struggles to 

help them.  It is this awareness of the 
presence and power of   the Holy Spirit  
in their lives that brings joy into one’s 
own life, no matter what is happening.

While the Sisters are further 
challenged “to work for the 
transformation of society into a Gospel 
community, reconciled with God and 
with one another”, they realize that 
this tremendous task is really the work 
of the Holy Spirit.  But they also know 
that this calls them to be attentive 
each day to the challenges to love 
and forgive and to live as Jesus came 
to teach us through his life and his 
interactions with others.

It is our hope and prayer that you will 
celebrate with us the lives of our Sisters 
who pray for you each day.  Perhaps, as 
you read these pages, you may be able 
to catch a glimpse of the wonderful 
works that the Holy Spirit has been 
able to accomplish through the 
cooperation of the women whose lives 
are briefly recorded here.  May you 
and your families be filled with many 
blessings and graces!
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The other possible choice is to become 
filled with fear and not enter because 
the outer fringe seems safe. On the 
other hand, an individual who finds 
the open door may walk into the inner 
part and be tempted to stay right there 
for it is true that when one enters the 
interior and experiences the beauty 
of the God of Love, the desire may be 
to stay. For those who have answered 
the invitation and have dared to stay, 
giving their all to the God of Love, the 
giving is not complete if they keep 
the joy they have found to themselves. 
There are so many on the outside 
craving to know where the door is that 
leads to the God of Love.

One might try to picture some of the 
searching individuals on the outside 
finding nothing but a solid wall. Many 
of them probably have a strong desire 
to find God so they continue to creep 
along the wall with outstretched 
hands and arms, grasping and feeling 
for an open door. Their anxious, 
continuous searching goes on because 
they are convinced that the wall has 
to have a door. Some are so desperate 
because they have not succeeded in 
finding one.

Priests and religious who have found 
the door and have had the courage 
to accept the Lord’s invitation have 
found tremendous joy, but keeping 
the open door a secret is not the desire 
of the Lord. It is the responsibility 

and part of the ministry of those who 
have accepted the call to help others 
to find that door, the door leading to 
the God one loves and desires to serve. 
To them I say, “Do not be afraid to take 
their hand and put it on the latch of 
the door that leads to our loving God 
and a life dedicated to the service of 
the Lord. Be brave and have courage 
to help an individual whose lack of 
vision has kept them from finding the 
open door.”

Is it possible that my dream could be 
turned into a vocation quest? I believe 
that is possible. On the day set aside by 
community, when each sister accepts 
her assigned ministry, is known to 
us as Mission Day. This year I made a 
prayerful request asking each sister 
to accept the responsibility of being 
a vocation recruiter. We need to keep 
in mind that there are many on the 
outside who have no idea of how to 
press the latch that opens the door. 
Keeping our eyes open for those who 
are seeking is a grace we need to ask 
the Lord to grant for “The harvest is 
great, and the laborers are few.”

Sister Bridget Miller, SHS
General Superior 

from Sister Bridget

Sister Bridget Miller, SHS  
General Superior

Opening A Door

2

During my August retreat, I reflected 
on a poem composed by Samuel 
Moor Shoemaker entitled, “I Stand 
by the Door.” For me the poem spoke 
of an untiring, intensive search for 
God. From the many reflections the 
piece of poetry suggested to me, I 
created my own meaning and my 
own dreams. My prayer, my dreams, 
and my desire were to see an increase 
of vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated life.

The secret to the answer of my 

dream is the discovery of the 

open door which could be an 

invitation to those vocations 

given by the Lord himself.

 I believe there are a number of 
individuals who are searching for God. 
On their journey in life they stand, 
wait, and search for the God they love. 
Who will help them? Is it possible to 
help individuals who are searching, 
to realize that the door the Lord is 
inviting them to enter is the most 
important one in the world for them? 
It is the most important one because 
every person must walk through this 
door to find God.

If they stumble upon the open door 
they may ask, “Do I enter and walk 
courageously to the inner or center 
part of the room?” 

I believe 
there are a 
number of 
individuals 

who are 
searching for 

God. 
On their 
journey in 
life they 

stand, wait, 
and search 
for the God 
they love. 

Upcoming Events

Christmas Cabaret
Every year a wonderful fundraiser has been held to 
support our retreat center ministry. This year it will 
be held December 6 at The Chadwick. For more 
information, please call:  412-931-9766.

to Music with love 
Friends and former alumnae of Holy Ghost High School 
(the site of the Martina Spiritual Renewal Center) will 
join together to perform music of stage and screen.  
This fundraiser for the retreat center will begin with 
brunch at 1 pm followed by the show at 2 pm on 
Sunday, April 11, 2010.  For more information, please 
call 412-931-9766.

pentecost Novena
This special novena is prayed annually in the 
Motherhouse chapel.  The novena begins May 14, 
2010,  and concludes with a Vigil Mass of the Holy Spirit 
on May 22.  The first eight days begin at 7 pm and 
the final day is at 4 pm.  Most Rev. David A. Zubik will 
officiate at the Vigil Mass.

This novena features a different priest speaker each 
evening.  The talks center on some aspect of the Holy 
Spirit and/or our lives in the Holy Spirit.  For more 
information, please call 412-931-9766.

Motherhouse
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Sister Professes 
Final Vows
Feastdays of our Blessed Mother are 
always special occasions for Sisters 
of the Holy Spirit. This year’s feast of 
the Assumption was made especially 
festive for the religious profession of 
final vows by Sister Irene Margaret 
Ellis, SHS.

Sister Irene Margaret signs the vow book

On the day of celebration, Sister 
Bridget Miller, General Superior, 
welcomed the congregation. She 
recalled that six years earlier, Irene 
had entered the novitiate at which 
ceremony Sister Bridget had told 
her that she was entering a spiritual 
journey, and that she was to set 
creative and spiritual goals. “Today,” 
she said, “she is ready to commit 
herself to the Lord for life.”

Franciscan Father David Moczulski’s 
homily reflected upon Mary’s “My 
being proclaims the greatness of 
God.” He said, “When we profess 
vows, we bring our whole beings 
into the Church.” He reminded the 
congregation of Mary’s statement: 
“God has done such great things for 
me” He also recalled that Mary said, 
“Yes”, not knowing what all of that 
would bring.

Father David presented Sister Irene 
Margaret with some of the challenges 
that she would meet in the future; 
however, he said, “We find God in the 
challenges, struggles, and questions 
of our lives.” He reminded Sister that 
Mary “helps you to discover the Holy 
Spirit in your life.” He then went on to 
speak about the role of the Holy Spirit 
in one’s life.

Following an impressive vow service 
which included an examination 
before profession, the chanted Litany 
of the Saints, the actual profession 
of vows by Sister Irene Margaret, a 
blessing of symbols and presentation 
of the signs of profession, and a 
dialogue of commitment, a touching 

moment came when four tiny nieces 
of Sister came forward. One carried a 
bouquet of roses, and each of the other 
three carried a lit candle bearing the 
title of each of the vows of chastity, 
poverty, and obedience that Sister had 
professed. Sister then placed these 
candles before the altar.

At the conclusion of the Mass, Very 
Rev. Robert Guay, Vicar General of the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh and chaplain to 
the Motherhouse community, said to 
Sister, “I wish you four things. that you 
be happy, holy, helpful, and all with an 
open and generous heart.”

A lovely dinner followed in the 
Martina Spiritual Renewal Center 
where the rejoicing continued.

Sister Norma Rodriguez 
greets Sister Irene

In her profession booklet she wrote:  

“I believe that God has used the people in my life to direct, form 

and guide me, all the while calling me to Himself. Whether facing the 

challenges of life or celebrating the joys in life, God has surrounded me 

with compassionate hearts, insightful minds, and joyous laughter. This 

is the foundation in which my faith is rooted and continues to grow.” 

Irene Margaret is the daughter of 
Barbara E. (Edwards) and the late 
John Ellis. She is 9th in a line of 12 
siblings. Prior to her entrance to our 
community, Irene was a member of 
Holy Innocent.  parish and worked at 
Marian Manor Nursing Home where 
she became acquainted with our 
Sisters. Sister presently ministers at 
Catholic Charities where she is the 
Coordinator of Volunteer Services.
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Sisters Celebrate Jubilees
The feast of the Queenship of Mary was celebrated at 

our Motherhouse by honoring the lives of two of our 

sisters. On August 22 the families and friends of Sister 

Grace Fabich and Sister Madaly Chlebowski joined our 

community to commemorate their golden jubilees.

Prior to the Eucharistic Liturgy, Sister 
Madalyn’s little godchild Samantha 
and twin sister Rachel provided two 
lovely songs as gathering music. They 
were accompanied on the piano by 
their father, Mark Riddell, nephew of 
Sister Madalyn.

Sister Bridget Miller, greeted the 
assembly and reflected on what it 
means to be a Sister of the Holy Spirit. 
She reminded the congregation that, 
over the years, Sisters Madalyn and 
Grace have joyfully responded “Yes” 
to the many ministries in which they 
had served.

Most Rev. David A. Zubik, bishop of 
Pittsburgh and former chaplain to the 
Sisters at our Motherhouse, was the 
principal celebrant and homilist at the 
Mass. He noted that he was thankful 
for having been invited, along with 
the other priests and deacons, to the 
celebration. He said that it was “nice to 
come home”.

Bishop Zubik recalled the kind letters 
and notes of support he had received 
from Sister Madalyn, and he said that 
when he was chaplain, he had always 
been deeply touched by the beautiful 
petitions that Sister Grace had offered 
at Mass.

In his homily, the bishop referred to 
the “Fable of the Birds”. While the 
whole book is about the virtue of 
obedience, it tells the story about the 
birds who were furious with God, 
feeling weighed down by their wings. 
One day, one of the birds realized 
that he could fly and soar. In the 
beginning, the birds are weighed 
down, controlled by someone else. 
But obedience, the bishop said, means 
seeking to be one with God, with His 
will, and with His compassion.

Bishop Zubik reminded the 
congregation of the Feast of the 
Queenship of Mary. He said that the 
role of a queen is to lead, to encourage, 
to invite, to make free. “Mary is the 
perfect teacher of obedience”, he said. 
When she said her Fiat, her “Yes”, 
she didn’t know where that would 
take her. He went on to refer to the 
Visitation story, to the birth of Jesus, 
and to Mary’s presence at Cana and  
at Calvary.

Bishop Zubik said that our two sisters 
had come to know God’s will in their 
lives from their baptisms. They had 
embraced God’s will for them by 
entering the convent, not knowing 
where that would take them.

Bishop David Zubik 
delivers the homily

Statue of the 
Assumption 
of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary  
in the chapel

Sister Cindy Ann Kibler (center) poses with  
50th Jubilarians Sister Grace and Sister Madalyn

Sister Mary Richard Mehelich plays the 
communion meditation

In the gospel, (Mt. 12:46-50) which had  

been chosen for the day’s event, Jesus asks,

“Who is my mother?”  
The bishop replied that it is 
whoever is willing to grow in  

the virtue of obedience.

He said that the story doesn’t end 
there for them. To see God’s will in 
their lives enables them to soar. The 
bishop concluded by thanking them 
for all the ways they’ve help us to soar 
toward God.

Celebrating the event continued long 
after the conclusion of the Mass and 
the dinner that followed.
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getting to know our Jubililarians

Following twelve years of teaching, 
she spent eighteen more years as a 
principal and school administrator 
before heading back to college to 
prepare for her work as treasurer of the 
Sisters of the Holy Spirit, a position 
she has held for the past fifteen years. 
In addition to that, she served for 
thirteen of those years on the General 
Council, the administrative body of 
the congregation. These positions have 
provided her many opportunities 
to meet many new friends and 
colleagues and to do a great deal of 
work-related travel. She has said, “Life 
for me has never been dull.”

Sister Grace has accomplished 

much good in her fifty years as a 

Sister of the Holy Spirit. 

She has refined her administrative 
skills which she uses well. Recently 
Sister Grace was awarded the 
“Manifesting the Kingdom Award,” 
an award given by the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh to those who have provided 
some aspect of outstanding service to 
the people of God. Her parents would 
be proud.

Grace’s father, Jacob Fabich, 
immigrated from Croatia, and her 
mother, Anna Helen (Yarnevich) 
Fabich, was the daughter of Croatian 
immigrants. Providing a religious 
atmosphere for their fourteen children 
was a priority for them. 

She relates that her formation in 
community took her through the 
postulancy, two years of novitiate, 
and then vows. She went on to say, 
“The usual sequence for this life 
was pronouncing final vows after 
three years as a temporary professed 
religious. Our class, however, was 
required to wait another two years 
because of a new directive for religious 
life. Never did it dawn on me to explain 
this to my family – nor did they ask. It 
was only about thirty years later that I 
was shocked to find out my mother was 
a bit distressed thinking I had ‘failed’. 
To this day no one has told me how 
she, after three years of bragging to our 
friends and relatives about the great 
coming event of my final profession, 
was able to get out of that one!”

Grace was the youngest of fourteen 
children. Today, only two of her siblings 
are living: Kay, who lives in California, 
and Sister Marie, also a Sister of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Concerning her jubilee, Sister Grace 
said, “I have wonderful memories of 
the past fifty years in the consecrated 
life, and I pray that those memories 
and the events of my lifetime, even the 
inescapable sad times will all add up to 
great praise and honor of our  
loving God.”

Sister Grace Fabich 
50th Jubilee
Although she works with numbers 
every day as General Treasurer for  
the congregation, numbers don’t  
define her. 

Sister Grace is a multi-talented 
woman, whose initial background in 
education at Duquesne University, 
Ohio State, Pitt University and Boston 
College, grew her into a teacher of 
junior high school students in various 
schools in the Pittsburgh area and 
in Canton, Ohio, and then as a high 
school teacher at Geibel High School 
in Connellsville, PA.

Sister Grace and 
Sister Madalyn renew 
their vows.

Recently Sister Grace wrote, “Religion 
in our home was as normal as eating 
and sleeping. Seeing my parents pray, 
hearing my mother on Saturday 
evenings remind us about church 
tomorrow, attending Sunday Mass, 
confessions, Sunday School, novenas, 
forty hours, stations of the cross, 
church events and dinners superseded 
even school. Many times my mother 
or father would show up at our 
classroom in the public school to take 
us to some event or Mass or devotion at 
the parish church. The other Catholic 
kids in my class never got to do this. 
Their parents never came to take them 
out. To me though, this was just life.”

She went on to say, “At home, pictures 
of Jesus and Mary and the saints were 
on the walls in every room. There was 
a special drawer in the dining room 
for religious books. In a built-in-the-
wall china closet this drawer held the 
little books of the saints and the books 
of stations that we as children would 
pull out and read and talk about with 
our mother especially on Sunday 
mornings after dishes were done.”

Of her vocation, Sister Grace said, “By 
today’s thinking, age fourteen is a little 
too early to begin talking about going 
to the convent and becoming a nun. 
That, however, was a choice I made, 
to the delight and blessings of my 
parents – a choice I never regretted.”

Sister Grace discusses day’s work with her secretary, 
Bonnie Mayer
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getting to know our Jubililarians

Sister Madalyn Chlebowski 
50th Jubilee
Formerly Sister M. Claire, Madalyn entered the Sisters 
of the Holy Ghost from her parish of St. Joseph in 
Everson, PA. Taught by the Sisters, she was attracted 
to them, and to the works they performed. Sister 
Madalyn is third from the youngest in her family of 
the eight children of Francis and Madalyn (Schlinger) 
Chlebowski, now both deceased. Her sister, Sister 
Eileen, is also a Sister of the Holy Spirit.

From her earliest days, Sister Madalyn 
was drawn to prayer and to the things 
of God. Today, her faith holds the 
greatest meaning for her life. Recently 
she stated, “Everyday is an opportunity 
to meet God challenging me, loving 
me, encouraging me, holding me close. 
What more could I want.”

Sister Madalyn’s life has been one of 
service in a variety of ministries. She 
began as a grade school teacher. In 1973 
she was sent to Rome to study spiritual 
theology and scripture. Her studies 
there took her to Assisi and to the Holy 
Land to where she was privileged to 
return several years later. 

Upon her return to the States, she 
obtained a Masters degree in Theology 
at Fordham University. She was 
later appointed Novice Director for 
the community, a position she held 
until 2003. She was also elected by 
the community to serve as a General 
Councilor, part of the administrative 
body of the congregation. 

Following two terms of office in that 
position, Sister Madalyn moved to 
Marian Manor Nursing Home where 
today she ministers in the Pastoral 
Care Department. Her responsibilities 
there include taking Holy Communion 
to the residents, visiting, praying the 
rosary and sharing scripture with 
them, meeting and talking with family 
members, and being attentive to the 
end-of-life needs of the residents. 
Needless to say, she loves her present 
ministry and her ability to journey 
with the residents as they continue to 
grow in their relationships with God.

For purposes of relaxing, Sister 
Madalyn enjoys walking, gardening, 
and she is even learning to knit. 
Periodically she likes to spend retreat 
days at a local hermitage where she has 
special time for prayer and reflection.

In celebration of her life, Sister 
Madalyn sees all that has been and that 
is as “Gift”. Those who know her, love 
and appreciate the gift that she is to us.

Sister Mary Richard Mehelich 
65th Jubilee

Sister Mary Richard’s life in 
community has been filled with 
beauty. In her retirement, she 
continues to play the violin and organ 
and to paint. Her music and lovely 
works of art give much joy to others.

Sister Richard grew up within 
walking distance of the Motherhouse 
of the then Sisters of the Holy Ghost, 
her hometown being the North Side 
of Pittsburgh. Her home parish, 
Nativity, is now renamed Incarnation. 
It was there that Mary received her 
elementary education. 

Mary’s high school years were spent at 
Holy Ghost Academy. Sister Richard 
recalled that she loved the Sisters from 
the first day she entered high school. 
She added that their friendly, kind 
dispositions attracted her, although, 
at the time she didn’t have thoughts 
of entering the convent. Mary was 
especially influenced to do so by the 
examples of Sister M. Raphael and 
Sister M. Immaculata. Although they 
never asked her if she was interested 
in entering the convent. Sister Richard 
believes that they prepared her for it. 
Sister Raphael gave her books to read 
and prayer cards which she cherished 
and prayed. 

After having gone through 3 full years 
of high school and not having had 
any idea about entering religious life, 
Sister Richard said that only at the 
beginning of her senior year did she 
realize that it was time to “get serious”. 
“Actually,” she said, “I never wanted 
my high school years to end. It was 
at the closing of Forty Hours at the 
Convent that I felt the call, but I really 
did not know where I was called – 
to what community.” She said that 
she shared this with Sister Raphael 
who encouraged her to pray but 
“never pushed my entrance into our 
Community.” Sister Richard said that 
her vocation became clear to her, she 
is sure, through her prayers and the 
prayers of the other Sisters.  She also 
recalled moments which hold special 
meaning for her: the discernment 
of her vocation and her mother’s joy 
when she learned of her daughter’s 
decision.

Sister Mary Richard received her 
Bachelor and Masters in Music 
Education from Duquesne University. 
She taught for 25 years at Holy Ghost 
Academy (later named Holy Ghost 
High School). Following her years of 
ministry as General Superior of the 
Sisters of the Holy Spirit, she went 
back to education, but this time, to 

continued on page 12
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getting to know our Jubililarians

Immaculate Conception School in 
Bloomfield, PA, where she remained 
for 7 years. At both Holy Ghost High 
and Immaculate Conception, Sister 
became well known for the wonderful 
musicals she directed. The violin and 
piano lessons she gave produced some 
outstanding musicians, some of whom 
continue to play with her at special 
celebrations at the Motherhouse. Sister 
also began the Children’s Choir in 
Bloomfield which continued for long 
after she left.

When Holy Ghost High School was 
converted to the Martina Spiritual 
Renewal Center, Sister Mary Richard 
picked up where Sister Grace Black 
had left off, becoming the director 
of the retreat center. She found the 
next 17 years there to be her most 
rewarding years. “The challenges were 
many, work was constant and quite 
varied office work, cooking, planning, 
meeting many people, involvement in 
the joys and sufferings of many who 
came to the center. Meeting so many 
faithfilled, struggling, loving people, 
involving their conditions and needs 
into my prayer life, was a special grace 
to me.” After Sister’s retirement from 
the retreat center in 2003, she stayed 
on for another year as a “greeter” since 
she had come to know so many people 
by that time.

Sister’s retirement continues to be one 
of great involvement. She took upon 
herself the responsibility to paint 
china. There was a large amount of 
china packed away from her early 
years of painting. The kiln was in good 
working order, so with the great talent 
God had given her, she went back to 

the paints and has been producing 
some amazing pieces ever since. She 
said, “God has been very good to me all 
of my life, and presently He still has 
given me a steady hand and relatively 
good eye sight and the ability to 
design, and I am ever grateful to Him.”

Sister Richard also writes many 
letters. She said, “Thanks to the 
computer, I am able to do that.” Many 
of these letters are sent to confirm her 
promise to pray for those who had 
requested her prayers.

Known as a woman of prayer, Sister 
Richard attributes this to her parents, 
both of whom were very religious. 
Her father, Robert Blaise, prayed for 
an hour every evening in his room, 
kneeling on his handmade priedieu. 
Her mother, Rose (Mickelic) Mehelich, 
went to daily Mass. Both were very 
supportive of Mary’s vocation. 

With all these happy memories, it is 
safe to say that Sister Mary Richard’s 
life “sings in color”.

With all these 

happy memories, 

it is safe to say 

that Sister Mary 

Richard’s life  

“sings in color”.

Sister Mary Richard paints a tea set

Sister Rose is still 

always quick to 

smile; her real inner 

joy is very evident. 

Sister M. Rose 
Krystopolski, SHS 
70th Jubilee
When young Josephine entered the 
Sisters of the Holy Ghost from St. 
John Cantius parish in Sharpsburg, 
PA, she was already acquainted with 
the Motherhouse since she had been 
preceded there by three of her sisters: 
Sister M. Josepha, Sister M. Pauline, 
and Sister M. Antoinette. Of the 
five girls and four boys of the late 
Joseph and Josephine (Kalinowski) 
Krystopolski, Josephine was the next 
to the youngest. 

Sister Rose recounted that prior to 
her entrance to the community, when 
she and her family would visit her 
sisters, she would always visit with 
the 24 young postulants. They and 
her sisters were a great influence in 
her choice of a religious community. 
She laughed when she recalled that 
the Motherhouse laundry was once an 
open-air porch; it was there that the 
postulants used to gather on Sunday 
afternoons with their director, Sister 
M. Ewaldine.  She also remembers 
that her novice director, Sister M. 
Frances, had daily instructions with 
the novices. Later on, Sister Emiliana 
became the novice director. 

Following novitiate, she began her 
studies at Mt. Mercy College from 
which she graduated. For many 
years, she taught at Homestead, 
Everson, Connellsville, Uniontown 
and Blawnox. PA. and at North 

Canton and Harrisburg, Ohio. Besides 
teaching, Sister also served as principal, 
organist, and local superior. Sister Rose 
loved teaching. It also gave her great 
happiness to see some of her pupils 
become priests and sisters and to have 
former pupils return to visit with her.

Later on, Sister Rose became a licensed 
practical nurse (LPN). She ministered 
at Marian Manor Nursing Home in 
Greentree, PA, at the Bishop Boyle 
Nursing Home in Allison Park, PA, 
and at our Motherhouse where she 
served our elderly sisters until her own 
retirement. 

Sister Rose is a great sports fan. She said 
that she used to enjoy crocheting until 
she had a stroke 5 years ago. In spite 
of that drawback, Sister Rose is still 
always quick to smile; her real inner 
joy is very evident. Today she resides 
at Marian Manor Nursing Home. She 
loves to pray, and she said that as she 
grows older, she finds it even more of a 
comfort to her. Although her siblings 
are all deceased, she enjoys staying in 
touch with her nieces and nephews 
and the Sisters, and she delights in the 
wonderful cards and notes that she 
receives from students in some of our 
local Catholic schools. 
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Family Day a Success
In spite of intermittent rainfall, the annual Family Day event proved, once again, to 
be a delightful gathering of family and friends of the Sisters. 

Tables and chairs dotted the Motherhouse grounds and music and laughter could 
be heard as families greeted one another.

The theme of this year’s picnic was “Aloha”. Upon arrival, each visitor and sister 
were presented with a lei. This June occasion featured music, treats for the children, 
and, of course, delicious food. This is always one event no one wants to miss!

New Ministry 
Is Initiated
Responding to a need concerning 
the large number of elderly persons 
who are homebound, three of our 
sisters have taken up residence in the 
Lawrenceville area of Pittsburgh.

Sister Norma Rodriguez and Sister 
Theresa Margaret Bealer are just 
getting acquainted with the large 
territory where they will be involved. 
It encompasses Lawrenceville, 
Bloomfield, Garfield, Polish Hill and 
Stanton Heights. The sisters will be 
visiting elderly residents to pray with 
them and to see how they can be of 
assistance to them.

Sister Diane Smith, who ministers in 
the Finance Department at Vincentian 
Collaborative System is also in 
residence and is the local superior.

In meeting with two of our sisters, 
Sister Mary John Cook, principal 
of Immaculate Conception School 
in Bloomfield, and Sister Cynthia 
Wessel , principal of St. Agnes School 
in West Mifflin, Sister Bridget Miller, 
General Superior, became aware of 
this pressing need in a number of 
Pittsburgh neighborhoods.

Initially the Sisters will visit the 
elderly, pray with them, and listen to 
them to discover their spiritual needs. 
Though this is not a social services 
project, the program may expand as 
time goes by.

Sister M. Anne Kwitowski, SHS 
70th Jubilee
In looking back over the years, Sister 
Anne said, “I always loved the sisters. 
Before I entered the community, I used 
to watch the sisters pray, the way they 
prayed. I still remember Sr. Salomea, 
Sr. Vincent, Sr. Stanislaus, Sr. Josepha. I 
used to go to the store for Sr. DeSales to 
buy groceries for the sisters.”

Holy Cross parish in Glassport was 
very vibrant when Lidwina Josephine 
was growing up. Twenty-seven young 
women entered religious life from 
there when Father Roman Gorski was 
pastor. He and Lidwina’s mother and 
sisters influenced her vocation; her 
father had died when she was in the 
8th grade.

Two of Maximilian and Ludwika 
(Szwilo) Kwitowski’s daughters 
became Sisters. In addition to Sister 
Anne, Sister Columba is a Dominican 
Sister of the Perpetual Rosary in 
Lancaster, PA. Another daughter, Rita 
Watko, lives in North Huntington, 
PA. Sister Anne’s brother Stanley lives 
in Florida. Her parents and brother 
Frank are deceased.

Sister Anne’s novice director was 
Sister Frances. Sister Anne said that 
she wanted to lead the novices to be 
good religious; she wanted them to be 
close to God. Her instructions were 
very good, and there was a religious 
atmosphere in the novitiate. This quite 
suited Sr. Anne who has always had a 
love for prayer.

Her ministry assignments centered 
on teaching at several schools in Ohio. 
Harrisburg and North Canton. She 
also taught in Pennsylvania at Everson 
and Connellsville, while her longest 
stint was in Carnegie, PA, where she 
also served as principal, superior, 
and CCD teacher. She recalls those 
years as very happy ones. Prior to her 
retirement, Sister conducted activities 
for the residents of Marian Manor 
where she now resides. She also loved 
that ministry.

In her retirement, Sister continues 
to embroider, crochet, and read. She 
also enjoys helping out residents 
by performing little chores such as 
sewing on buttons for them.  She said, 
“Whenever anybody asks for help, 
whether it be for prayer or work. I love 
to do it.”

When asked about the part of her 
life that holds special meaning for 
her, she replied that it is her prayer 
life. “Prayer is the greatest part of my 
life,” she stated. “I love my prayer life; 
I love community life. I see our Sisters 
setting good example.’’

For young Lidwina Josephine, who 
entered the community because she 
loved the sisters and wanted to be 
closer to God, her life of seventy years 
as Sister Anne has become a joy-filled 
life wherein she continues to minister 
through prayer and service.  

getting to know our Jubililarians

Sister Theresa 
Margaret, Sister 
Diane, and Sister 
Norma organize the 
day’s ministries.
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Mission Statement
We, the Sisters of the Holy Spirit of Pittsburgh, declare 
our mission is to be joy-filled disciples of Jesus, 
prophetically witnessing to the presence and the power 
of the Holy Spirit, aware of our call to work for the 
transformation of society into a Gospel community, 
reconciled with God and with one another.

is God calling you to religious life?  

Would you like to join us in our work of love and Joy?

Contact Sisters of the holy Spirit - Vocations office 
5246 Clarwin Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15229  412-931-1917

Sister patricia eleanor Myers, ShS | srpatty@verizon.com  
Sister Mary anne Ulrich, ShS | srmaryanne@hotmail.com
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